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FOREWORD 


The  fifty  years  of  the  history  of  our  dearly  beloved  Bethel  Church 
has  been  very  clearly  told  by  the  reports  and  addresses  delivered 
at  the  Golden  Anniversary  held  on  October  27,  1940.  And  no 
doubt  this  community  will  realize  when  reading  these  historic 
sketches,  that  this  organization  of  the  Body  of  Christ  has  been 
a power  in  God’s  Hand  to  promote  the  growth  and  development 
of  His  Kingdom  at  home  and  also  abroad  in  India,  China,  and 
among  the  Indians  in  Montana,  Oklahoma,  and  Arizona. 

With  a heart  full  of  praise  to  the  Lord  we  submit  the*e  reports 
not  only  to  the  members  but  also  to  the  general  public.  May 
its  reading  be  a blessing. 

January  15,  1Q42 


J.  J.  Balzer,  retired  Pastor. 
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INTRODUCTION 


The  Fiftieth  Anniversary  of  Bethel  Mennonite  Church  was  ob- 
served on  October  27,  1940.  At  this  memorable  festival  various 
reports  containing  valuable  historical  facts  were  delivered.  These 
accounts  created  so  much  interest  that  a general  desire  was  ex- 
pressed to  compile  these  records  together  with  other  important 
facts  and  preserve  them  in  book  form  for  the  future.  A committee 
of  three — A.  A.  Penner,  chairman;  Rev.  J.  J.  Balzer;  and  H.  J. 
Fast,  later  assisted  by  Rev.  Erland  Waltner — was  selected  to  be 
chiefly  responsible  for  the  work  to  be  undertaken.  W.  J.  Toews  was 
given  the  task  of  compiling  and  arranging  the  material  for  the 
anniversary  booklet. 


W.  J.  Toews 


History  and  Development  of 
Bethel  Mennonite  Church 

Reports  Given  at  the  Golden  Anniversary  Service, 
October  27 , 1940,  and  the  Farewell  Service, 

June  29,  1941 

EVENTS  THAT  LED  TO  THE  ORGANIZATION 
OF  BETHEL  CHURCH 

By  H.  J.  Fast 

After  a group  of  Mennonites  from  the  Crimea  in  South  Russia 
came  to  this  locality  in  1873  and  two  other  groups  followed  in 
1875  from  the  Molotschna  villages  also  of  South  Russia,  a congre- 
gation was  established  which  was  named  “The  Wall  Church”  after 
its  elder  Aaron  Wall. 

The  group  met  in  private  homes  at  first  until  a church  could 
be  built  in  1878.  After  that  all  services  were  conducted  there, 
but  without  a Sunday  school  on  Sunday  mornings.  Such  Sunday 
schools  were  held  Sunday  afternoons  at  different  places,  but  not 
under  management  of  the  congregation. 

However,  at  this  time,  the  Rev.  Aaron  Wall  requested  Henry 
H.  Regier,  who  had  just  been  elected  as  a young  minister,  to 
conduct  such  a Sunday  school  in  the  new  church  on  Sunday  after- 
noon. He  did  this,  and  since  he  was  no  singer  he  asked  his 
stepbrother,  the  writer,  to  help  him  with  the  singing,  whicfi"  the 
latter  was  willing  to  do. 

The  enrollment  increased  so  that  the  Reverend  Regier  decided 
to  divide  the  school  into  two  classes  and  gave  the  second  class 
to  the  above  named  step-brother.  The  attendance  increased  some 
more  so  that  Brother  J.  J.  Balzer  was  asked  to  take  a third  class, 
the  result  of  which  was  that  the  church  was  always  filled  with 
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children,  and  young  and  older  people,  both  sexes,  so  that  the 
question  came  up  whether  the  Sunday  school  might  not  be  held 
on  Sunday  morning  before  the  preaching  services. 

Brother  H.  H.  Regier  conferred  with  the  Rev.  Aaron  Wall  about 
the  matter  and,  after  consulting  with  some  of  the  other  church 
co-workers,  he  agreed  to  have  it  so.  Consequently  the  Sunday 
school  was  held  before  the  preaching  services  on  Sunday  mornings, 
but  some  members  did  not  like  a “school  on  Sundays”  as  some 
termed  it;  a further  objection  was  the  confusion  of  voices  which 
to  their  mind  detracted  from  the  sanctity  of  the  house  of  worship. 

This  opposition  grew,  even  among  some  of  the  ministers,  until 
it  seemed  advisable  to  call  a congregational  meeting  to  discuss 
the  matter.  This  was  done  in  the  summer  of  1888  at  which  time 
it  was  decided  to  discontinue  the  Sunday  school  on  Sunday 
mornings  before  the  preaching  services.  All  those  who  were  in 
favor  of  continuing  with  the  Sunday  school  as  heretofore  were 
asked  to  take  their  places  in  the  north  part  of  the  church,  while 
those  who  favored  a change  took  their  place  in  the  south  part 
of  the  church.  The  result  was  a tie  and  this  might  have  given 
rise  to  a heated  discussion  if  the  Reverend  Wall  had  not  said  in 
a broken  attitude  that  under  such  conditions  he  could  not  serve 
the  congregation  any  longer  and  then  sat  down.  Of  course,  every- 
body knew  then  that,  not  only  had  the  business  meeting  been 
dissolved,  but  the  congregation  as  well. 

The  next  Sunday  only  a few  people  went  to  church,  mostly 
such  who  favored  not  having  Sunday  school  in  the  church  on 
Sunday  morning.  The  others  who  were  for  it,  among  them  the 
Reverend  Wall  and  several  other  ministers,  stayed  away  from 
church  for  a while.  And  so  the  congregation  was  divided 
into  two  factions  with  no  prospects  of  ever  uniting  on  the  issue. 

Upon  the  request  of  several  brethren,  the  Reverend  Wall 
finally  drew  up  a church  ordinance  upon  which  he  would  be  willing 
to  serve  as  pastor.  This  was  read  and  discussed  several  weeks 
later  in  a private  home  several  miles  southeast  of  town,  with  the 
result  that  quite  a number  of  those  present  agreed  to  join  him 
and  so  the  Wall’s  Church  or  as  it  was  later  called,  the  Bruderthaler 
Church,  arose  in  a new  garb. 

Another  group,  among  them  our  deceased  minister,  the  Rev. 
H.  H.  Regier,  hesitated  about  joining  because  of  some  requirements 
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which  seemed  rather  narrow  to  them.  Just  to  name  a few,  such 
as  non-participation  in  political  elections,  even  of  the  County  or 
Township,  and,  of  course,  no  holding  of  any  political  offices  where- 
as several  had  at  this  time  such  offices  and  did  not  feel  inclined  to 
forfeit  them. 

So  instead  of,,  uniting  with  the  new  Wall  congregation  they  met 
with  the  young  but  fearless  minister,  H.  IT.  Regier,  who  by  his 
devotion  to  the  cause  had  already  won  the  respect  and  love  of 
the  people.  He  continued  holding  services  in  private  homes  and 
in  the  Mountain  Lake  school  house,  some  on  week  days  and 
preaching  services  on  Sundays  mornings  with  Sunday  school  before 
the  sermon. 

The  attendance  grew  and  soon  it  was  found  necessary  to  elect 
a second  minister  in  order  to  be  able  to  hold  • services  at  two 
different  places,  and  so  Brother  J.  J.  Balzer  was  chosen  to  serve 
for  one  year.  This  meeting  was  held  on  March  i 1 S8g,  in 
the  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gerhard  Lohrenz,  seven  miles  east  of 
town. 

This  inspired  the  group  to  the  extent  that  several  weeks  later 
an  evening  meeting  was  called  in  the  home  of  John  Janzen  to 
consider  the  advisability  of  organizing  a congregation  based  on  a 
constitution.  Quite  a number  of  men  responded  and  the  matter 
could  be  discussed  in  a brotherly  fashion,  but  the  time  for  a 
formal  organization  did  not  seem  to  be  ripe  since  Brother  Regier 
was  not  a full  elder  and  Brother  Balzer  not  an  ordained  minister. 

So  it  was  decided  to  ask  Rev.  Christian  Kaufman  to  assist  in 
the  matter.  He  consented  and  on  Sunday,  November  8,  1889, 
he  ordained  Brother  J.  J.  Balzer  into  the  ministery  and  the  next 
day,  November  9,  the  group  assembled  for  the  purpose  of  election 
or  an  elder.  We  met  in  a reverent  mood,  as  we  all  felt  the 
importance  of  the  occasion — the  organization  of  a new  congregation 
and  the  election  of  a church  leader. 

Needless  to  say,  many  prayers  ascended  to  the  throne  of  grace 
that  God  might  show  us  who  of  the  two  young  ministers  He  had 
chosen  to  be  our  elder.  The  result  was  a tie,  which  resulted  in 
resorting  to  casting  the  lot. 

This  was  done  by  placing  a slip  of  paper  into  each  of  two 
new  Bibles,  one  of  the  slips  having  the  word  on  it  “Chosen.”  Then 
the  two  brethren  were  asked  each  to  take  a Bible  but  both  hesi- 
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tated  to  be  first,  but  after  some  encouragement  Brother  Regier 
was  persuaded  to  choose  the  first  one.  Upon  opening  the  two 
Bibles,  Brother  Regier  was  found  to  be  the  one  chosen  and  so  he 
became  the  first  elder  of  the  Bethel  Church. 

Because  of  the  limited  time,  I will  close  with  my  short  history 
with  the  hope  that  the  following  reports  will  show  that  the  Lord 
has  been  with  the  Bethel  Church  as  well  as  with  the  other  two 
branches  of  the  original  Wall  Church — the  Bruderthaler  and  the 
Bergfelder  churches.  In  closing — why  “Bethel”  Church?  Simply 
because  when  the  two  names  “Salem”  and  “Bethel”  were  suggested 
as  names  for  the  new  congregation,  the  name  “Bethel”  received 
the  majority  of  votes. 
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BRIEF  ADDRESS  OF  HISTORY  AND 
DEVELOPMENT  OF  BETHEL  CHURCH 
IN  FIFTY  YEARS,  1889-1940 

By  J.  J.  Balzer 

“Days  should  speak,  and  multitude  of  years  should  teach  wisdom,” 
said  Elihu,  the  younger  friend  of  Job,  (Chapter  32:7)  pointing 
thereby  at  the  elderly  friends,  who  could  not  satisfy  Job  in  their 
debates  with  him. 

As  a member  of  our  beloved  church  I too  belong  to  the  elderly 
group,  who  since  its  founding  was  as  a co-worker  so  intimately 
united  with  it,  and  for  that  reason  was  asked  to  deliver  a short 
historical  address  at  this  Jubilee  festival.  Using  more  or  less 
biographical  and  personal  expressions  in  my  deliberation,  I am 
confident  that  this  will  not  seem  strange  to  my  audience  and 
readers. 

You  have  heard  the  earlier  address  and  know  the  cause  and 
purpose  of  the  organization  of  the  church;  and  I shall  briefly  speak 
of  the  development  of  the  same  especially  touching  the  spiritual 
side  of  it,  because  I must  not  refer  to  statistical  and  financial 
facts,  as  other  brethren  will  speak  of  the  same. 

The  spiritual  and  church  conditions  during  the  pioneer  years  were 
lacking  considerably  in  this  community,  as  many  of  the  early 
immigrants  came  from  different  localities  in  Russia  with  differing 
views  of  church  affairs.  The  mission  spirit  lived  in  a small  group 
only,  and  there  was  very  little  desire  for  higher  education,  but  a 
few  young  men  attended  the  normal  school  at  Mankato,  the 
Methodist  college  at  Mount  Pleasant,  Iowa,  and  Baptist  Seminary, 
Rochester,  N.  Y. 

The  sermons  on  Sunday  were  copies  from  Lutheran  preachers 
like  Hoffaker,  Zilthe  and  others  and  read  like  a lecture  and  only 
in  the  church  of  Elder  Aaron  Wall  a Sunday  school  of  five  classes 
was  being  held. 

In  the  village  of  Mountain  Lake  a Union  Sunday  school  was 
organized  on  October  4,  1886.  It  began  with  12  girls  and  2 boys 
but  on  the  fifth  Sunday  there  were  over  100  entered,  and  a mission 
spirit  prevailed  that  set  a record.  On  Sunday,  June  29,  1887, 
the  first  children’s  festival  was  celebrated  and  the  offerings  a- 
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mounted  to  $96.63.  Its  first  year  superintendent  was  Brother 
I.  I.  Bargen. 

In  the  church  of  Elder  A.  Wall  disputes  arose  which  gave  cause 
to  divisions  and  the  final  organizations  of  three  congregations,  of 
which  our  dear  Bethel  was  the  smallest  in  number,  consisting 
at  its  organization  meeting  on  the  twenty-third  of  March,  1889, 
of  23  male  and  24  female  members. 

Hearty  desire  for  spiritual  life,  singing,  devotional  study  of 
Scriptures,  and  prayer  meetings  characterized  this  small  group  and 
a hearty  mission  spirit  prevailed  among  them,  which  assured  con- 
tinuous growth,  and  after  ten  years  the  membership  numbered 
260. 

On  the  fifteenth  of  April,  I was  chosen  as  evangelist  for  one  year; 
but  already  after  six  months  the  members  unanimously  wished  my 
01  dination  to  the  full  ministry,  which  took  place  on  the  eighth 
cf  November,  and  Elder  Christian  Kaufman,  Marion,  South  Da- 
kota, performed  the  act.  After  this  Brother  H.  H.  Regier  was 
elected  as  elder  which  office  he  held  till  his  resignation  after 
thirty-seven  years,  and  our  cooperation  in  the  work  was  greatly 
blessed  by  our  gracious  Lord. 

During  the  first  years  after  the  organization  our  beloved  church 
received  much  spiritual  help,  inspiration,  encouragement  and  ad- 
vice by  the  Rev.  J.  B.  Baer,  traveling  minister  of  the  General 
Conference  and  also  from  Elder  Christian  Kaufman,  Marion,  South 
Dakota,  who  were  generally  invited  for  our  mission  and  other 
festivals  after  which  they  served  with  evangelistic  sermons,  making 
deep  impressions  on  young  and  old  and  leading  many  to  Christ. 

During  the  summer  of  1889,  this  little  chapel  of  32  by  54 
was  built  at  the  expense  of  $1,695  including  about  $200  worth  of 
work  done  gratis.  Rev.  S.  F.  Sprunger,  Berne,  Indiana,  preached 
the  dedication  sermon. 

After  four  years  this  building  proved  to  be  too  small  and  Brother 
i\T.  F.  Toews  and  Carpenter  A.  C.  Dick  were  asked  to  make  a 
plan  of  the  present  addition  and  give  an  estimation  of  the  cost 
of  building.  In  1895  it  was  built  and  on  July  7 dedicated  to  the 
Lord  for  services.  It  was  filled  to  the  last  corner  and  Professor 
C.  H.  Wedel  from  Bethel  College  delivered  the  dedication  sermon 
after  the  introductory  welcome  address  of  Elder  Regier.  During 
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the  following  week  we  had  blessed  evening  meetings.  The  cost 
of  the  building  was  $2,465.00. 

In  1890  Bethel  Church  joined  the  General  Conference  at  its 
sessions  in  the  Salem  Church  in  South  Dakota,  Elder  Regier, 
Brother  Henry  Schroeder,  Brother  P.  H.  Goossen  and  myself  being 
the  delegates.  At  that  time  I was  elected  as  member  of  the  Board 
of  Home  Missions  and  served  as  such  for  twenty-four  years, 
eighteen  of  which  I was  acting  secretary  and  traveled  thousands  of 
miles  in  its  interests.  Later  I served  nine  years  as  president  of 
the  Business  Committee. 

Brother  N.  F.  Toews,  who  had  been  chosen  evangelist,  being 
Sunday  school  missionary  in  our  county,  received  a call  by  the 
Board  of  Home  Missions  to  promote  the  General  Conference  work 
in  Manitoba  and  served  there  several  years. 

Some  immigration  from  Manitoba  and  the  states  into  Saskat- 
chewan began  and  it  became  necessary  to  represent  the  General 
Conference  there  too  and  organize  Sunday  school  and  churches  in 
that  territory.  He  was  very  successful  and  gathered  groups  at 
Langham,  Waldheim,  Aberdeen,  and  Drake;  and  built  churches 
which  were  all  paid  for  when  dedicated. 

At  the  dedication  of  one  church  at  Langham  I was  present  and 
felt  sorry  that  the  inside  woodwork  was  not  polished  for  lack  of 
means.  So  at  night  I made  the  remark,  “I  wish  I had  my  overalls 
and  brushes  here  and  I would'  polish  it.”  Two  brethren  said, 
“You  shall  have  them,”  and  the  next  morning  they  came  over  to 
Brother  Toews,  one  bringing  a pair  of  overalls  and  the  other 
two  brushes.  So  we  bought  the  materials  and  during  the  week 
I finished  the  polishing  and  preached  every  night  to  a filled  house, 
it  was  December  22  when  I came  home  and  preached  the  Christmas 
sermon  on  the  twenty-fifth. 

In  1914  Sister  Toews  died  and  the  brother  was  urged  to  leave 
Saskatchewan  and  come  home  to  Bethel.  After  a year  or  two, 
he  found  another  helpmate  in  Sister  Jacob  J.  Friesen  and  soon  he 
received  a call  from  the  church  at  Alsen,  North  Dakota,  to  serve 
them  as  Pastor,  where  he  worked  very  successfully  and  also  built 
a beautiful  church  fully  paid  for  when  dedicated.  In  1918  he 
was  prompted  to  resign  on  account  of  a light  stroke  and  they 
came  home'  but  he  served  in  his  capacity  as  much  as  possible. 
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Now  he  rests  in  peace  and  his  works  do  follow  him.  We  are  glad 
at  this  festival  that  we  are  permitted  to  recall  the  untiring  services 
of  these  two  resting  brethren  and  workers  in  God’s  vineyard, 
Brother  Regier  and  Brother  Toews, 

But  we  must  not  forget  our  Brother  P.  J.  Friesen,  who  after 
graduating  from  Bethel  College,  was  elected  to  the  ministry  and 
served  in  the  position  thirty-five  years  as  our  faithful  co-worker. 
Much  of  his  services  were  to  help  in  our  filial  church  at  Butterfield 
where  he  devoted  much  time. 

Another  co-worker  we  had  for  five  years  in  Brother  John  C. 

Peters  who  was  teaching  in  the  Bible  School.  After  that  he 

received  a call  by  a Congregational  Church  at  Walnut  Grove  north 
of  here  and  now  he  is  serving  as  pastor  of  the  Manterville  Con- 
gregational Church. 

Fourteen  years  ago  Brother  Regier  was  prompted  to  resign 
because  of  failing  health,  and  the  congregation  elected  me  to  act 
as  elder  in  which  position  I was  active  for  six  years,  when  the 
congregation  again  intended  to  elect  me  for  three  more  years;  but  I 
felt  that  I needed  rest  and  chose  to  offer  my  services  for  one 

more  year,  during  which  the  Board  of  the  Church  should  look  for 

a younger  man.  They  elected  Brother  John  Bartel  from  Madrid, 
Nebraska,  who  has  served  us  as  Pastor  for  six  and  a half  years,  and 
since  June  has  been  pastor  of  the  Bergfelder  Church  at  Delft. 

Our  dear  Bethel  has  extended  a call  to  one  of  their  own 
children  in  Brother  P.  R.  Schroeder  and  we  sincerely  hope  and  pray 
that  the  Lord  will  prosper  his  health  and  that  by  His  grace  and 
power  enable  him  to  enliven  our  church  and  lead  us  into  deeper 
knowledge  of  our  Lord  and  His  purpose  in  the  church. 

My  last  work,  which  I was  permitted  to  do,  was  to  visit  the 
conference  churches  in  the  interest  of  the  Publication  work.  1 
traveled  over  17,500  miles  and  preached  122  sermons  helping 
to  defray  the  debts  resting  upon  that  part  of  our  work. 

And  now  I must  come  to  a close,  but  refer  to  one  more  work 
in  which  our  beloved  church  has  been  so  active — singing  and  instru- 
mental music.  Oh,  how  it  sings  and  sounds!  What  a difference 
after  fifty  years — a mass  choir  of  100  to  150  voices  sings  the  best 
Gospel  songs  to  the  praise  and  glory  of  God  and  His  Church 
into  the  hearts  of  thousands.  Besides  these  there  are  male  and 
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female  choirs  and  a choir  of  younger  boys  and  girls  who  furnish 
much  inspiration  at  our  devotional  services. 

For  thirty-five  years  I was  permitted  to  lead  the  choir  singing, 
with  Brother  H.  P.  Goertz  and  D.  G.  Hiebert,  the  latter  still 
at  his  post  as  organist,  and  others,  P.  J.  Voth  and  J.  T.  Friesen, 
helping. 

At  this  Jubilee  festival  we  all  are  heartily  thankful  that  the 
Lord  has  permitted  us  to  be  progressive  during  all  these  fifty  years, 
and  that  in  many  respects  we  stood  as  leaders  in  promoting  the 
work  of  salvation  of  our  blessed  Lord  in  S.  S.,  Y.P.S.,  music, 
mission  work,  Ladies  Aid,  and  the  preaching  of  the  full  Gospel  of 
Christ. 

Looking  into  the  bright  and  intelligent  faces  of  these  young 
people  before  me,  my  hope  and  trust  in  God  rises  sky-high,  because 
J believe  that  after  another  fifty  years — the  Lord  not  returning 
before  that  time — our  church  will  not  number  some  540-50,  but 
many  hundreds  more  filled  with  the  inspiration  of  the  Holy  Spirit 
and  being  helpers  of  the  Grace  of  God  for  the  promotion  of  His 
Kingdom.  May  God  grant  it! 
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THE  STORY  OF  OUR  BETHEL  SUNDAY  SCHOOL 

By  A.  A.  Benner 

Matthew  19:13-15:  “Then  there  were  brought  unto  him  little 
children,  that  he  should  lay  his  hands  on  them  and  pray.  And  the 
disciples  rebuked  them.  But  Jesus  said:  “Suffer  little  children  and 
forbid  them  not  to  come  unto  me,  for  of  such  is  the  Kingdom 
of  Heaven.  And  he  laid  his  hands  on  them.” 

How  could  our  Lord  have  put  his  hands  on  these  children 
if  they  had  not  been  brought  to  Him?  For  fifty  years  now 
this  has  been  the  function  of  our  Sunday  school,  to  bring  the 
children  to  the  full  knowledge  of  Jesus  the  Saviour  so  that  He 
too  could  lay  His  hands  on  them  and  claim  many  of  them  as 
His  own. 

That  this  conviction  was  not  readily  shared  by  the  governing 
body  of  the  church  in  the  early  stages  of  its  development,  will 
be  seen  in  the  following  account  of  the  history  of  our  pioneer 
settlers. 

Demands  made  by  the  Russian  government  could  not  be  con- 
scientiously accepted  and  this  was  the  cause  why  many  of  our 
fathers  left  friends  and  home  for  a strange  country  of  which  they 
knew  very  little.  So  they  came  to  America  and  a number  of 
these  to  Mt.  Lake,  Minnesota. 

Among  their  first  concerns  was  to  organize  and  build  a church. 
Reverend  Mall,  being  the  leader  of  their  group,  was  perhaps  in- 
strumental in  having  the  church  building  erected  near  his  farm, 
where  now  the  Bergfelder  church  stands. 

Here  they  could  again  worship  God  as  their  consciences  dictated 
and  just  as  they  had  worshiped  in  Russia  without  the  government 
interfering.  I can  still  remember  that  building.  The  door  was  on 
the  east  side  and  in  the  center  of  the  building  directly  upon  enter- 
ing, to  the  right  along  the  east  side  were  two  rows  of  benches. 
At  the  south  end  of  these  rows  were  the  song  leaders,  then  farther 
up  two  rows  of  preachers.  It  is  my  recollection  that  there  were 
about  six  preachers  and  six  songleaders.  J.  J.  Balzer,  H.  J.  Fast 
and  Peter  Eitzen  were  among  the  Vorsaenger. 

A line  would  be  read,  then  the  congregation  would  sing,  then 
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followed  another  line,  etc.  The  Vorsaenger  started  the  singing 
and  the  others  would  fall  in. 

Here  for  a while  everything  went  lovely,  no  outside  interference. 
Our  fathers  could  again  worship  as  their  consciences  dictated  it 
for  a long  time,  they  thought.  But  we  shall  see:  the  Church  had 
taken  into  its  membership  three  talented  young  men,  who  soon 
proved  to  be  crusaders  of  the  first  caliber:  H.  H.  Regier,  J.  J. 
Balzer  and  H.  J.  Fast. 

These  men  argued  and  wanted  the  church  to  accept  as  the  A- 
merican  churches  had  it,  separate  instruction  for  the  children.  These 
must  hear  the  gospel  story  as  they  could  understand  it.  Reverend 
Wall  agreed  without  consulting  the  church  elders.  So  for  some  time 
Sunday  School  was  held,  first  only  one  class  for  children,  with  H.  H. 
Regier  leading.  My  brother,  P.  A.  Penner,  sister  Katie  and  myself 
were  among  his  first  scholars.  I still  remember  the  little  red 
tickets. 

Soon  two  more  classes  were  made  up  with  J.  J.  Balzer  and  H.  J. 
Fast  as  teachers.  By  this  time  the  patience  of  the  elders  was 
exhausted.  One  of  the  elders  even  tried  the  device  of  driving 
to  church  very  early  and  setting  the  clock  ahead  one  hour,  so 
when  the  scholars  arrived,  it  was  already  .time  for  church  service. 

In  a number  of  special  meetings  it  was  decided  this  “Juden  Schule” 
must  stop.  So  they  had  not  worshiped  in  Russia. 

The  result  was  that  these  three  young  men  with  a few  others 
like  Franz  Toews,  Peter  Harder  and  my  father  in  law,  Jacob 
Balzer,  transferred  the  S.  S.  they  had  begun  to  the  public  school 
of  Mt.  Lake,  the  present  Old  People’s  Home.  Two  things  only 
I can  remember  of  this  Sunday  school.  One  was  that  Abr.  Ratz- 
Iaff  was  always  asked  to  give  the  closing  prayer.  And  the  beauti- 
ful transparent  made  by  J.  J.  Balzer  for  Christmas.  Nine  or  ten 
inch  letters  were  cut  out  of  paper;  wThite,  yellow,  red  and  blue 
paper  was  pasted  on  the  inside  and  over  these  letters.  A box  was 
made  and  hung  on  the  ceiling  in  the  center  aisle.  This  box  was 
perhaps  ten  inches  wide,  fifteen  inches  high  and  twelve  to  fourteen 
feet  long.  Candles  lit  were  placed  inside  and  we  could  read  some- 
what like  this:  “Ehre  sei  Gott  in  der  Hoehe”  on  one  side  and  the 
other  side:  “Friede  auf  Erden.” 

After  a few  years  the  Sunday  school  moved  into  the  new  church 
building  on  the  site  where  it  now  stands,  though  much  smaller. 
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The  teacher  of  my  class  was  Henry  Janzen  and  later  John 
Janzen.  When  I was  sixteen,  Rev.  Balzar,  who  in  the  mean- 
time had  become  an  ordained  minister,  and  also  was  S.  S. 
superintendent,  asked  me  to  take  a class,  and  I have  had 
a class  ever  since. 

We  have  excellent  church  records  but  up  to  1915  no  special  re- 
cord was  made  of  any  of  the  organizations.  From  that  year  up 
to  the  present  time  records  are  available. 

Let  me  state  briefly  about  all  the  church  secretary  found  worth 
recording  of  the  Sunday  school.  There,  the  very  first  item  re- 
corded in  1893.  J.  D.  Schroeder  was  paid  $3.00. 

1893 — Sunday  school  paid  $25  for  coal.  Evidently  the  Sunday 
school  had  more  funds  than  the  church  treasury.  In  that  year 
the  Sunday  school  paid  part  of  the  programs. 

1897.  We  read:  Regarding  our  Sunday  school  we  are  happy  to 
report  excellent  interest  and  growth.  But  what  do  we  read  six  years 
later? 

1903.  The  interest  in  Sunday  school  seems  to  be  gone,  many 
classes  are  irregular  and  others  careless  (gleichgueltig) . 

In  1904  the  Sunday  school  started  to  pay  into  the  church  trea- 
sury one-fourth  of  collections. 

1908.  Renewed  interest  in  Sunday  school  is  noted. 

1909.  Sunday  school  collected  that  year  $229.73. 

1910.  First  mention  is  made  of  the  number  of  scholars,  teachers 

and  collections.  For  the  sake  of  brevity  I shall  mention  the 


growth  of 

our  Sunday 

school  in  ten 

year  intervals 

Year  No.  of  scholars 

Teachers 

Collections 

1910 

300 

21 

$148.00 

1920 

365 

660.32 

1930 

402 

635-I5 

1940 

500 

34 

1363-11 

Since  1915 — total  contributions  were  $19,470.38,  and  adding  the 
twenty-seven  previous  years  and  the  many  extra  collections, 
$30,000.00  would  be  more  correct. 

In  the  basement  we  now  have  three  beginners’  classes,  eleven 
junior  classes.  Upstairs,  twenty  classes. 

Six  superintendents  have  served  the  Sunday  school;  Rev.  J.  J. 


Bethel  Mennonite  Church 


23 


Balzer,  H.  P.  Goertz,  D.  H.  Fast,  A.  A.  Penner,  H.  O.  Dyck  and 
C.  B.  Friesen. 

From  the  money  taken  in  one-fourth  goes  into  the  church 
treasury.  Lately  ten  per  cent  for  the  building  fund  and  the  rest 
for  administrative  expenses  and  missions. 

So  far  I have  spoken  of  the  organization  and  its  visible  re- 
sults, but  who  would  venture  to  give  the  value,  what  the  Sunday 
school  has  meant  to  the  spiritual  development  of  the  child,  or 
what  it  has  meant  to  the  sustaining  faith  of  the  adult. 

From  here  the  church  could  and  did  look  for  its  lifeblood.  Here 
souls  were  being  attracted  to  spiritual  values  of  life,  and  to  their 
relationship  to  God  and  fellowman.  So  when  the  call  for  service 
came  man)'  were  ready. 

Now  what  of  the  future?  Let’s  put  every  effort  to  keep 
the  scholar  for  church  service  and  also  to  make  the  Sunday  school 
so  attractive  that  those  that  formerly  came  only  for  the  worship 
service,  may  find  a new  interest  in  the  Sunday  school. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  CHRISTIAN  ENDEAVOR 
SOCIETY,  1888-1939 

By  G.  P.  Eitzen 

I feel  somewhat  out  of  place  today.  In  trying  to  think  back 
fifty  years,  my  memory  fails  me.  Then,  too,  when  we  moved 
into  this  territory  about  1910  the  Bethel  Christian  Endeavor  was 
already  an  organization  in  full  bloom.  I remember  at  that  time 
I always  looked  forward  to  the  attending  of  its  meetings. 

It  appears  that  in  the  year  1882  a group  of  young  students 
along  with  other  young  men  from  this  community  formed  a young 
men’s  society  known  as  the  “Schiller  Verein.” 

This  organization  had  bi-monthly  meetings  on  Sunday  after- 
noons. The  programs  usually  consisted  of  talks,  declamations,  etc., 
and  closed  with  a debate.  On  one  occasion  when  a somewhat 
technical  subject  was  debated,  irritation  was  caused  among  church 
leaders  after  which  this  organization  ceased  to  exist. 

Some  years  later,  about  1893,  fourteen  young  men  met  at  the 
home  of  Rev.  J.  J.  Balzer  and  again  organized  a Verein.  This 
organization,  was  for  men  only.  Programs  were  held  here  and 
there  and  later  in  the  upper  rooms  of  what  is  now  the  Observer 
building.  As  part  of  the  program  they  would  have  scripture 
finding  contests,  etc. 

In  the  meantime,  I understand,  the  ladies  had  not  been  sitting 
idly  by,  but  had  also  organized  a society  of  their  own. 

The  fusion  of  these  two  organizations,  transferred  to  the  church, 
was  the  beginning  of  the  present  Jugend  Verein,  now  known  as 
the  Christian  Endeavor  Society. 

This  Bethel  Church  Jugend  Verein  was  the  first  venture  of  its 
kind  in  this  community.  The  organization  grew  to  be  quite 
active  and  showed  good  results,  so  much  so,  that  other  churches  of 
this  community  followed  the  example.  Programs  were  held  in  the 
(jerman  language.  Later  German  and  English  were  alternated  and, 
in  the  last  years,  were  held  mostly  in  the  English  language. 

Out  of  this  organization  grew  another  organization  which  was 
organized  about  fifteen  years  ago  known  as  the  Junior  C.  E. 

The  work  of  this  endeavor  was  manifold.  It  would  sponsor 
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evangelical  campaigns  featuring  outside  speakers,  give  musical 
programs,  scripture  discussions  and  consecration  meetings. 

Perhaps  the  outstanding  accomplishment  of  the  Bethel  Endeavor 
is  its  supporting  and  maintaining  a religious  instructor  in  India, 
and  later  the  assistants  who  were  needed  as  the  work  grew 
and  demands  became  greater. 

Unlike  other  organizations  of  the  church  that  started  from  a 
small  beginning,  grew  larger  and  are  still  growing,  it  appears  that 
in  the  last  15  years  or  so  the  C.  E.  has  been  heading  in  the 
other  direction. 

In  1922  or  thereabouts  the  C.  E.  was  perhaps  at  its  height. 
As  a comparison  one  might  use  the  total  collections  which  in  that 
year  amounted  to  $807.17  whereas  in  the  year  1939  the  total  col- 
lections were  only  $133.85  or  less  than  one  sixth  of  the  peak 
year’s  collections. 

The  number  of  people  attending  church  services  and  Sunday 
school  have  been  on  continual  increase,  while  the  attendance  of  the 
C.  E.  has  dwindled  somewhat. 

For  some  programs  during  the  peak  years  the  attendance  was  so 
large  that  the  church  was  unable  to  hold  the  audience  and  programs 
had  to  be  repeated  for  the  benefit  of  those  that  were  unable  to 
find  room  at  the  first  session.  It  is  to  be  lamented  that  even  the 
support  of  the  Hindu  teacher  in  India  has  been  discontinued. 

As  a C.  E.  it  seems  to  me  we  should  not  dwell  too  much  in 
the  past,  but  with  an  eye  on  the  future,  bearing  in  mind  that 
the  situation  has  changed  very  much  since  the  days  of  its  organiza- 
tion, and  perhaps  to  cope  with  that  situation,  different  tactics  will 
have  to  be  used,  at  the  same  time  not  deviating  from  the  original 
spiritual  aim,  which  after  all  is  to  lead  our  youth  in  the  right 
direction  on  the  road  to  eternal  life. 

“For  other  foundation  can  no  man  lay  than  that  is  laid,  which 
is  Jesus  Christ,”  I Cor.  3:11. 


26 


Historical  Highlights  of  the 


HISTORY  OF  MUSIC  DEPARTMENT  OF  BETHEL 

CHURCH 

Report  of  Music  and  Instruments  Used  in  the 
Old  Church  from  i88g  to  ig4i 

By  D.  G.  Hiebert 

Dear  Members  of  Bethel  Church  and  Friends: 

I have  teen  asked  by  the  committee  in  charge  to  say  something 
at  this  gathering,  and  I am  surprised  that  they  waited  until  I have 
arrived  at  the  ripe  old  age  of  seventy  before  calling  on  me  for 
a speech. 

It  is  with  decidedly  mixed  feelings  of  joy  and  sadness  that 
brought  us  together  this  evening.  I am  personally  glad  to  be  here 
because  my  personal  friend,  P.  A.  Penner,  is  back  home — to  stay. 
He  and  I have  been  good  friends  about  all  our  lives,  but  especially 
so  since  about  1889.  I thank  my  Father  in  heaven  that  He  has 
kept  both  of  us  and  that  we  are  privileged  both  to  be  here  this 
evening  and  have  a part  in  this  program.  I cannot  help  but  feel 
sad  about  the  fact  that  this  is  the  last  time  that  we  are  to  assemble 
in  this  church  which  has  meant  so  much  to  me  for  so  long. 
But  the  decision  has  been  made  and  I am  going  to  feel  fine  about 
a new  church  and  will  help  if  and  where  I can. 

I have  been  connected  with  the  musical  activities  in  the  church 
nearly  from  its  beginning  and  I have  seen  it  grow  and  develop. 
I have  also  seen  it  when  it  seemed  to  be  sliding  backwards,  but 
as  a whole  it  has  steadily  made  headways.  It  was  about  in  1888 
when  I was  asked  the  first  time  to  play  the  little  parlor  organ 
for  Sunday  school  in  the  old  schoolhouse.  In  those  early  days 
instruments  were  used  only  in  Sunday  school  and  were  not  tolerated 
for  church  services.  It  was  only  a short  time  though  after  our 
first  church  was  built  that  the  organ  was  being  used  at  all  ser- 
vices, and  for  a number  of  years  I was  the  only  one  that  played. 
I had  not  had  any  instruction  and  what  little  I could  play  I had 
picked  up  by  myself.  The  songs  had  to  be  given  to  me  before 
Sunday  so  that  I could  practice  up,  and  even  then  bad  things 


(Given  at  the  Farewell  Service  in  the  old  church,  June  29,  1941.) 
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happened  which  brought  on  blushes  and  embarrassing  situations 
tor  the  organist.  A few  years  later  we  bought  a real  organ  which 
cost  us  $200  and  that  instrument  was  very  fine  for  its  class — ■ 
I think  it  is  still  in  the  basement  of  the  church.  The  present 
organ  was  purchased  by  the  church  about  ten  years  ago  and  it 
was  remarkable  how  easily  the  money  for  it  came  together.  In 
fact,  we  received  more  than  we  needed.  I have  enjoyed  this  organ 
but  even  if  it  is  displaying  some 
pipes,  they  are  only  ornamental 
and  the  music  is  produced  only 
by  reeds.  Very  little  has  been 
said,  but  with  the  new  build- 
ing, work  on  which  has  al- 
ready begun,  the  question  of 
a pipe  organ  will  come  up. 

The  building  has  been  planned 
having  a pipe  organ  in  mind 
and  I am  quite  sure  that  there 
will  be  much  interest  and  en- 
thusiasm for  a real  pipe 
organ  by  the  time  the  com- 
mittee will  be  ready  to  launch 
a drive.  I was  one  of  those 
who  were  not  so  strong  for 
building  a church  now.  I 
figured  that  it  was  more  es- 
sential first  to  have  the  right 
person  to  serve  the  church.  I 
understand  that  a call  has 
been  made  to  Missionary  P.  A.  Penner  to  serve  our  church 
temporarily  until  a regular  pastor  can  be  obtained.  He  seems 
to  have  a lot  of  pep  and  energy  left.  With  such  an  overwhelming 
majority  for  a new  church  at  our  last  vote  on  the  question,  let 
us  now  all  join  in  and  help  all  we  can,  and  make  it  as  near 
unanimous  as  possible.  I am  sure  you  will  all  like  the  appearance 
of  the  church  and  especially  the  way  the  interior  has  been  planned. 

I am  to  say  something  about  the  history  of  the  choirs.  That 
alone  would  take  more  time  than  I have  to  tell  about  them.  About 
the  time  when  the  first  church  was  dedicated,  Rev.  J.  J.  Balzer 
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introduced  the  book  Neue  Chorlieder  and  under  his  able  leadership 
at  that  time  a group  of  us  practiced  very  diligently.  No  one  could 
then  play  those  songs  so  we  sang  them  without  instruments.  1 
had  my  first  thrill  when  Reverend  Balzer  gave  out  the  beautiful 
“O  wie  lieblich,  wie  lieblich  ist  Zion”  and  a little  later,  “Uner- 
gruendlich,  O Herr,  ist  deine  Liebe.”  I can  still  feel  the  impression 
those  two  songs  made  upon  my  young  mind,  and  the  songs  are  still  as 
valuable  now  and  we  enjoy  singing  them  again  and  again.  That 
was  our  first  choir  book,  but  we  have  had  a great  deal  of  fine 
music  since  and  now  have  a wonderful  collection  of  anthems 
and  cantatas — sorry  to  say  however  that  much  of  it  has  not 
been  used  enough  in  late  years. 

Until  the  Gesangbuch  mit  Noten  came  out  in  about  1890  the 
church  used  the  Evangeliums  Liederbuch  mostly,  first  only  No. 
1 and  later  the  combined  Nos.  1 and  2.  After  the  Gesangbuch  mit 
Noten  came  out  the  Evangeliums  Liederbuch  was  used  only  in  Sun- 
day school. 

Choir  work  was  begun,  as  stated  before,  under  Reverend  Bal- 
zer’s  leadership  and  later  was  carried  on  by  H.  P.  Goertz  for 
many  years.  He  was  responsible  for  a lot  of  new  music  and  I 
know  that  he  purchased  quite  a bit  of  it  at  his  own  expense. 

H.  O.  Dyck  was  in  charge  of  church  music  for  a number  of 
years  and  he  was  doing  very  good  work.  He  had  the  advantage 
because  he  was  endowed  with  a fine  voice  and  also  ability  to 
say  what  he  had  on  his  mind.  I can  still  hear  his  voice  when 
we  sang  “Liebe  wie  gross”  at  a funeral  service. 

After  Mr.  Goertz  and  Mr.  Dyck  left  I have  had  more  responsi- 
bility. I have  been  assisted  by  a number  of  willing  young  people 
during  all  this  time.  My  outstanding  support  has  come  from 
my  good  friend,  P.  J.  Voth.  His  goodnatured  disposition,  his 
smile  and  ever  willingness  to  help,  and  coming  to  practices  be- 
sides all  hi?  other  duties  in  the  church  should  not  be  valued 
and  appreciated  only  by  me,  but  by  all  who  love  the  church. 
The  outstanding  person  as  to  punctuality  and  enthusiasm  in 
the  men’s  section  was  J.  J.  Vogt.  We  did  not  have  quite  as 
much  difficulty  to  get  the  ladies  to  come  out  to  sing.  If  I 
wanted  to  get  personal  I could  mention  many  names  of  loyal 
choir  members— perhaps  that  is  not  quite  in  order,  but  I must 
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mention  the  fact  that  Miss  Betty  Warkentin  has  always  been 
willing  to  come  and  sing  and  hundreds  of  times  she  has  notified 
singers  of  rehearsals  for  various  occasions.  I want  to  thank  each 
and  every  one,  old  or  young,  who  has  ever  sung  in  the  choir, 
especially  during  the  time  I have  been  in  charge.  I will  never 
forget  it. 

During  all  these  years  we  have  had  a large  number  of  members 
and  others  help  out  at  the  various  instruments.  All  this  help 
should  be  recognized  and  appreciated.  Our  church  would  hardly 
know  how  to  get  along  without  an  organ  or  piano.  I am  often 
reminded  of  my  good  friend,  Elder  H.  H.  Regier.  He  found  it 
quite  difficult  to  start  a song  alone,  and  he  missed  the  organ, 
and  sometimes  he  didn’t  miss  only  the  organ,  but  also  the  organist, 
and  then  he  would  come  to  me  at  the  bank  and  usually  said: 
“Na,  Broda  David,  doa  weah  son  grohtit  Loch  bi  de  Orgil  yistri.” 
(“Well,  Brother  David,  there  was  such  a big  hole  at  the  organ, 
yesterday.”)  I felt  sorry  for  him — but  he  never  scolded  me  nor 
criticized  me  directly,  even  if  I definitely  had  it  coming — a good 
soul. 

I would  like  to  mention  a few  of  those  who  have  substituted 
for  me  at  the  organ.  I had  nine  months  of  training  at  a conser- 
vatory. That  was  in  the  year  of  1895.  I think  Mary  Goossen, 
Mrs.  G.  G.  Fast,  took  my  place  then.  That  same  year  a con- 
ference took  place  here  and  I was  asked  to  come  home  from 
school  to  play  for  the  meetings.  My  expenses  were  paid.  I 

made  somewhat  of  a record  when  I played  the  organ  at  my  own 
wedding  in  1898.  Many  good  players  have  served  at  the  organ 
and  piano  all  through  the  years  but  no  one  has  been  assisting 
for  as  long  a time  as  has  Miss  Elizabeth  R.  Schroeder.  I do 
r.ot  know  offhand  how  long.  She  has  never  refused  me  unless 
she  was  otherwise  occupied.  We  are  still  both  playing  and  I 
hope  and  pray  that  both  of  us  will  live,  not  only  to  see  the 
completed  new  church,  but  also  an  installation  in  the  new  church 
of  a splendid,  beautiful-toned  pipe  organ  with  sufficient  volume 
to  reach  the  most  distant  seat  in  the  building,  and  with  the 

acoustical  construction  which  goes  into  the  building,  even  the 

softest  tones  should  reach  everyone. 

I want  to  close  this  little  review  by  quoting  a few  of  my  beloved 
hymns  which  shall  always  stay  with  me:  ‘Tch  bete  an  die  Macht  der 
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Liebe,”  ‘‘Lobe  den  Herrn  den  maechtigen  Koenig  der  Ehren,” 
“Mir  ist  Erbarmung  wiederfahren,”  “Befiehl  du  deine  Wege,” 
“C  Sacred  Head  now  Wounded,”  “Cross  of  Jesus,  Cross  of  Sorrow,” 
“My  Jesus  I Love  Thee,”  and  “Blest  Be  the  Tie  that  Binds.” 
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BRIEF  REVIEW  OF  THE  BETHEL  LADIES’ 
SEWING  SOCIETY 

By  Mrs.  A.  A.  Penner 

At  this  Fiftieth  Anniversary  of  the  Bethel  church  congregation, 
tnis  small  branch  shall  not  be  forgotten.  Although  all  initial 
members  who  attended  the  gatherings  of  this  society  have  passed 
on  to  be  with  the  Lord,  this  organization  has  been  kept  alive  by 
the  new  members  who  were  continually  added. 

The  society  had  its  beginning  in  1885  in  the  home  of  Mrs. 
David  Hiebert.  At  that  time  if  consisted  of  twelve  members. 
Mrs.  Abram  Penner  was  chosen  to  be  the  leader,  who  continued 
in  that  capacity  until  her  death  in  1911. 

The  members  of  the  society  met  every  two  weeks  in  various 
homes.  Each  meeting  was  opened  with  singing,  reading  of  the 
Scriptures  and  prayer.  At  each  gathering  an  hour  was  spent  in 
the  reading  of  a portion  from  a helpful  book.  Much  needle-work 
was  done,  after  which  lunch  was  usually  served. 

Later  when  Missionary  H.  R.  Voth  labored  among  the  Indians 
in  Contonment,  which  work  he  also  represented  at  his  visit  in 
this  church,  it  was  decided  to  send  the  money  to  that  station. 
This  was  carried  out  as  planned. 

As  years  went  on,  with  our  missionaries  going  out  to  fields  in 
India  and  China,  this  society  included  these  places  in  the  sphere 
of  its  activity  by  sewing  for  the  lepers,  providing  quilts  for  the 
missionaries  and  various  other  things.  Other  sewed  articles  were  sent 
to  the  Indian  stations. 

During  later  years  the  society  members  met  only  once  a month. 
A booklet  called  Missionary  News  and  Notes  was  read  at  these 
gatherings,  which  proved  to  be  quite  helpful. 

For  many  years  the  society  supported  an  orphan  in  India  and 
an  evangelist  in  China;  this  is  still  continued  at  this  time. 
The  mission  stations  at  India,  China  and  among  the  Indians  are 
receiving  cash  gifts  each  year  at  Christmas  time.  Besides  this 
we  have  an  annual  auction  sale  which  always  brings  good  returns. 
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A simple  lunch  is  also  served  for  a small  charge  which  income 
is  added  to  our  treasury. 

The  following  have  been  leaders  of  the  organization  since  its 
inception:  Mrs.  Abram  Penner,  Mrs.  H.  H.  Regier,  Mrs.  Peter 
Friesen,  Mrs.  David  Ewert,  and  Mrs.  J.  C.  Koehn.  At  present 
there  are  twenty  members  in  the  society. 

Although  what  has  been  done  may  seem  insignificant,  yet  we 
trust  the  Lord  will  bless  our  effort.  The  work  has  been  done  in 
love,  and  we  are  happy  that  we  have  been  able  to  be  active  in 
His  service. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  BETHEL  MISSION  SOCIETY 

By  Mrs.  Ed.  Heppner 

In  the  history  of  Bethel  Church,  the  Bethel  Mission  Society 
dates  back  to  June  24,  1914,  or  a little  more  than  twenty-six 
years. 

Before  this  time  the  young  women  met  with  their  mothers 
and  so  well  did  these  mothers  set  an  example  that  the  desire 
to  have  a mission  society  of  their  own  was  born  within  the  hearts 
of  sixteen  young  women.  Of  these  sixteen  charter  members,  three 
have  ceased  their  earthly  toil,  three  have  found  homes  elsewhere 
and  ten  are  living  in  or  around  Mt.  Lake  and  nearly  all  of  them 
are  still  working  in  some  capacity.  Mrs.  C.  J.  Franz  was  the 
first  chairman  with  Helen  Penner  as  secretary-treasurer  and  both 
are  still  very  ardent  workers.  The  members  deeply  feel  the  re- 
sponsibility to  the  mission  field  for  one  of  the  three  charter  mem- 
bers not  living  here  is  Mrs.  Anna  Penner  Isaac  who  represents 
this  society  in  India.  The  name  of  Missionary  Aganetha  Fast 
also  appears  on  our  membership  list  and  she  represents  our 
society  in  China. 

Miss  Marie  Peters,  another  member,  is  working  in  Northern 
Minnesota  among  our  own  American  Indians. 

When  this  group  organized  it  was  allowed  one  half  of  the 
common  treasury  that  they  had  had  with  their  mothers  so  they 
had  $84.60  to  begin  with. 

Their  first  attempt  at  raising  funds  was  a bazaar  which  was 
to  last  three  days  but  business  was  so  good  that  toward  late  after- 
noon of  the  second  day,  they  auctioned  off  the  few  remaining 
articles  and  closed  the  bazaar  successfully  with  $179.91. 

The  following  year,  the  first  chicken  supper  was  attempted; 
and,  with  the  exception  of  a few  years  this  has  always  been  a 
successful  way  of  raising  funds.  The  greatest  amount  realized 
has  been  $170. 

Another  way  of  raising  funds  has  been  that  of  food  sales,  serving  of 
lunches  and  also  that  of  quilting  This  last  method  has  been 
quite  successful  and  it  has  taught  us  to  labor  together  and  to 
rl'nderstand  each  other  better.  Besides  these  methods  we  always 
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have  a collection  at  each  regular  meeting  and  birthday  pennies 
for  the  flower  fund.  Another  way  was  that  of  mite  boxes  and 
now  the  two-cents-a-week  plan  for  the  retired  missionary  fund. 

The  first  few  years  the  group  purchased  material,  and  made 
clothes  for  the  India  stations.  Their  needs  were  specified  by 
the  missionaries.  Later  when  the  people  in  India  wove  their 
own  goods  and  the  women  were  taught  to  sew  the  time  came 
when  there  was  only  a need  for  money  to  purchase  the  material 
that  the  weavers  caste  could  make. 

In  1920  the  first  efforts  to  study  missions  were  made  and 
the  group  took  turns  in  reading  aloud  when  the  rest  sewed.  Grad- 
ually there  were  short  programs  at  the  meetings  and  more  devotions. 

In  1928  the  society  recognized  and  drew  up  a better  consti- 
tution and  decided  to  meet  at  the  church  once  a month  instead  of 
at  the  homes  of  the  different  members  every  other  Wednesday. 
Now  the  Mission  Society  experienced  much  growth  so  that  the 
number  of  active  members  is  over  one  hundred  but  the  growth 
was  not  only  in  numbers;  it  was  also  a growth  spiritually.  The 
society  has  had  special  prayer  meetings  where  we  have  exper- 
ienced direct  answer  to  prayer.  For  in  the  letters  from  the  mis- 
sionaries there  is  always  a request  for  prayer  for  their  many 
needs  that  only  God  can  supply  and  what  can  be  more  effective 
than  when  a group  offers  intercessory  prayer? 

When  we  reorganized,  one  clause  in  the  constitution  read  that 
anyone  who  is  a member  of  some  church  of  any  denomination  can 
become  a member  of  the  Bethel  Mission  Society.  This  was  to 
take  care  of  those  who  were  unable  to  understand  the  German 
and  wished  to  go  to  some  place  of  worship  for  at  that  time 
we  had  only  German  services.  ,s 

One  of  the  ways  of  serving  our  own  church  has  been  the  duties 
of  the  different  flower  committees.  They  see  to  it  that  there 
are  flowers  at  the  regular  services.  This  same  committee  also 
remembers  the  sick  and  bereaved  with  flowers  and  cards.  At  each 
Christmas  about  two  dozen  baskets  filled  with  fruits  and  Christmas 
goodies  are  taken  to  those  who  are  alone,  sick  or  house  ridden. 
When  a new  floor  was  needed  for  this  building  this  society  to- 
gether with  the  Bethel  Sewing  Society  made  enough  money  to 
pay  for  the  greater  share  of  it.  When  the  kitchen  and  dining 
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hall  needed  more  cabinets,  more  dishes  and  other  supplies  these 
were  also  taken  care  of,  besides  buying  a supply  of  silverware 
and  table  linen. 

Our  member,  Aganetha  Fast,  started  the  “build  a new  church 
movement”  with  $10  and  our  own  society  soon  followed  with 
the  next  $100.  We  have  given  about  $6,700  toward  missions, 
have  helped  with  the  building  of  the  parsonage,  and  are  several 
years  ahead  of  our  quota  for  the  new  church.  But  some  of  the 
greatest  blessings  that  we  have  experienced  have  been  the  op- 
portunities to  come  in  closer  contact  and  better  understanding 
with  the  missionaries  than  we  would  have  otherwise,  and  these 
have  been  real  mountain  top  experiences  and  we  have  felt  a 
great  urge  to  carry  on  with  greater  zeal  and  stronger  faith  than 
ever  before. 

A society  of  this  sort  brings  out  the  best  that  there  is  in 
womanhood,  it  shows  us  God’s  great  mercy  and  love  for  us  all. 
Through  these  missionaries  we  have  been  shown  many  oppor- 
tunities to  serve  our  heavenly  Father.  Somtimes  they  have  been 
gieat  tasks,  sometimes  only  a word  of  encouragement  but  if 
given  in  the  true  spirit  God  will  bless  it  as  such.  Looking  over 
the  past  history  of  Bethel  Mission  Society  we  think  not  only  of 
a backward  look  but  also  a forward  look. 

Mission  work  is  going  forward.  Missions  is  a look  in  the 
future  for  unless  we  have  vision  there  is  no  mission.  So  these 
twenty-six  years  have  shown  us  how  to  go  on.  We  know  there 
are  tasks  for  us  and  we  pray  God,  not  for  such  tasks  that  we 
know  we  can  do  but  for  strength  for  those  tasks  He  wants 
us  to  do. 
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THE  BETHEL  JUNIOR  MISSION  SOCIETY 

By  Mrs.  John  Lepp 


Seven  girls  met  at  the  home  of  Mrs.  Wm.  Janzen  April  16, 
1937  to  make  plans  and  to  organize  the  Junior  Mission  Society  of 
this  church.  At  that  time  Mrs.  Janzen  was  the  Sunday  school 
teacher  of  the  group.  It  was  decided  that  evening  to  ask  Mrs. 
Ed.  Heppner’s  class  to  join,  also.  On  April  23  of  the  following 
week  the  group  met  at  the  home  of  Mrs.  Ed.  Heppner,  at  which 
time  seventeen  girls  were  present.  Officers  were  elected  that 
evening.  Miss  Linda  Rupp,  now  Mrs.  Peter  Duerksen,  was 
elected  chairman  and  Miss  Nellie  Ostercamp,  now  Mrs.  Carl  Franz, 
was  elected  secretary  and  treasurer.  The  names  of  those  first 
seventeen  members  have  not  been  recorded,  but  by  asking  others 
I find  that  those  still  with  the  society  are  Verna  Schroeder,  Frieda 
Schmidt,  Elizabeth  Dick,  Mrs.  Sam  Schroeder,  Viola  Ratzlaff 
and  Margaret  Regehr. 

Mrs.  Wm.  Janzen  and  Mrs.  Ed.  Heppner  were  adult  leaders  of 
the  group.  However,  they  left  the  group  later  on  and  the  girls  had 
to  go  on  alone. 

No  minutes  have  been  recorded  the  first  year,  except  a record 
of  the  programs  given  at  every  meeting.  For  a while  interest 
seems  to  have  been  lagging  in  the  society  and  no  minutes  have 
been  recorded  from  March,  1938,  to  April,  1939.  We' all  felt 
that  if  the  society  was  to  stay  in  existence  we  would  have  to 
get  the  group  and  its  officers  more  interested  in  the  work  we 
were  trying  to  do.  After  much  prayer  and  consideration  we  held 
our  election  April  14,  1939.  Dora  Friesen,  to  whom  much  of  our 
success  can  be  accredited  was  elected  chairman  at  that  time.  Dora 
worked  hard  trying  to  bring  more  interest  into  the  group.  Wilma 
Pranz,  then  elected  secretary,  started  to  record  the  minutes  of  all 
the  meetings. 

At  that  time  we  had  about  fourteen  members;  however,  the 
society  started  to  grow  and  now  there  are  thirty-four  members. 
Eleven  have  joined  since  last  June. 

So  far  we  have  held  our  meetings  in  the  homes  of  members, 
but  if  our  membership  continues  to  grow  we  will  have  to  find 
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larger  quarters.  We  like  to  see  our  society  grow,  but  we  are 
sorry  that  we  will  possibly  have  to  leave  the  informal  atmosphere 
a meeting  in  homes  seems  to  create. 

We  have  a meeting  every  first  Tuesday  of  the  month.  We 
have  a program  at  every  meeting  after  our  business  discussion. 
We  have  often  been  inspired  during  the  past  year  by  missionaries 
and  others  that  have  been  asked  to  speak  at  our  meetings  and 
have  been  kind  enough  to  do  so. 

We  held  our  first  mission  sale  last  March  23.  The  total  in- 
come was  $52.64.  Although  we  were  somewhat  discouraged  by 
having  others  tell  us  that  we  couldn’t,  as  we  might  say,  “put  it 
across,”  we  were  well  pleased  with  the  results. 

Our  total  income  for  last  year  April,  1939,  to  April,  1940, 
was  $100.32.  We  have  sent  money  to  the  following  missionaries: 
Miss  Marie  Peters  of  northern  Minnesota;  Miss  Elizabeth  Foth 
of  Brooklyn;  Rev.  and  Mrs.  P.  A.  Penner  of  India;  Rev.  and 
Mrs.  C.  P.  Klassen  of  South  America;  and  Miss  Sara  Sawatzsky 
and  Miss  F.  Johnston  of  a Florida  Mission. 

Mrs.  Klassen,  Miss  Sawatzsky  and  Miss  Johnston  have  been 
at  our  meetings  and  told  us  of  their  work. 

We  as  a society  feel  that  even  if  we  can  not  do  as  much  as 
we  would  like  to  in  a material  way  we  can  always  pray,  so 
the  committee  has  prepared  a prayer  list  that  will  be  given  out 
at  the  next  meeting.  We  will  then  have  one  definite  missionary 
or  item,  such  as  our  schools,  government,  Sunday  school,  etc., 
to  pray  for  each  day  of  the  month. 

We  are  but  a small  group  and  inexperienced,  for  our  society 
is  still  in  its  infancy,  being  only  three  and  one-half  years  old 
and  many  of  us  have  not  been  members  that  long.  We  are  trying 
to  stimulate  mission  interest. 

God  has  richly  blessed  us  in  the  past  and  we  wish  you  all 
would  remember  us  in  your  prayers  that  we  may  fit  into  the 
work  of  the  church,  and  that  all  we  may  do  will  be  done  only  for 
the  honor  and  glory  of  God. 

In  closing  I am  going  to  read  a poem  that  expresses  the  aim 
of  the  Society. 
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“THEY  DWELT  WITH  THE  KING  FOR  HIS  WORK” 
(I  Chron.  4:23) 

By  Rev  J.  M.  Pamment 
Umalpine,  Oregon 

From  service  below  to  service  above, 

A service  of  gladness,  of  joy  and  of  love; 

From  service  on  earth  to  service  in  heaven, 

This  is  the  reward  to  God’s  children  given. 

No  pen  can  describe  the  joy  or  reward 
For  service  we  render  our  Saviour  and  Lord; 

Or  language  set  forth  the  joy  and  delight 
That  is  theirs,  who  serve  in  the  mansions  of  light. 

No  language  on  earth  can  ever  make  known, 

The  reward  for  their  labor,  whom  Jesus  will  own: 
When  in  words  of  rich  grace,  the  Christian  shall  hear, 
“Ye  blest  of  my  Father,  come,  dwell  with  me  here.” 

So  we’ll  labor  as  long  as  he  leaves  us  below, 
Assured  that  at  death  to  heaven  we’ll  go; 

And  renew  through  the  years  of  eternity  long 
The  joy,  and  the  gladness,  the  service  and  song. 

So  we  banquet  on  grace,  and  dwell  with  the  King, 
Ere  the  riches  of  glory  shall  cause  us  to  sing 
Unto  him  who  has  loved  us  and  caused  us  to  know 
The  joy  there  is  found  in  service  below. 
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FINANCIAL  REPORT  OF  BETHEL  MENNONITE 

CHURCH 

For  the  Fifty  Tears  beginning  i8go  and  ending  iggg 
By  L.  M.  Jungas 
Introduction:  St.  Matthew  25:14-30. 

With  ihe  above  scripture  passage  in  mind,  the  board  that 
planned  this  program  assigned  to  me  the  task  of  reporting  to 
you  what  the  various  church  boards  have  done  with  the  money 
entrusted  to  them  by  the  members  of  this  church.  My  report 
should  answer  the  question,  “What  happens  to  the  dollar  that 
you  drop  into  the  collection  plate,  or  that  you  pay  to  the  treasurer 
for  your  annual  church  dues?”  We  all  hope  that  the  Lord  will 
say,  “Well  done,”  in  judgment  of  the  way  in  which  this  money 
has  been  applied. 

My  report  includes  the  results  of  all  the  branches  of  our  church, 
such  as  the  Sunday  school,  the  mission  societies,  and  the  Christian 
Endeavor  societies.  In  most  cases  our  records  are  very  com- 
plete, and  in  excellent  condition. 

The  figures  that  I am  going  to  present  are  taken  from  our 
official  church  books,  and  represent  the  amounts  reported  at 
cur  annual  meetings.  In  a few  cases  some  treasurer  failed  to 
make  a report,  and  so  I may  not  present  a 100  per  cent  true  pic- 
ture, but  1 believe  that  the  following  is  as  true  a report  as  can  be 
presented. 

TOTAL  OFFERINGS  RECORDED  BY  OUR  BOARDS: 

$167,678.46 

The  various  boards  have  thought  it  best  to  apply  this  money 
as  follows:  57.3%  or  $96,229.95  to  mission  work;  12.4%  or 
$20,738.92  for  minister  pay;  30.3%  or  $50,709.59  for  running 
expenses  of  the  church,  including  the  building  of  a parsonage. 

The  $96,229.95  mission  money  has  been  divided  as  follows: 
71.3%  or  $68,643.59  to  foreign  missions;  22.2%  or  $21,371.03 
to  home  missions;  5.%  or  $4,719.85  to  the  Bible  school;  1.1% 
or  $1,075.73  f°r  local  Poor  relief,  and  .4%  or  $419.75  to  our  local 
hospital.  The  amount  given  to  the  hospital  does  not  include 
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special  collections  as  these  have  been  turned  over  directly  without 
going  through  the  boards. 

Our  mission  money  has  been  obtained  in  the  following  proportions: 
75. % or  $72,178.40  from  the  church  treasury;  g.%  or  $8,736.04 
from  the  Sunday  school  treasury:  ix.7%  or  $11,177.72  from  the 
mission  societies;  4.3%  or  $4,137.79  from  the  Christian  Endeavor 
societies. 

The  mission  work  by  decades,  compared  with  the  running 
expenses  and  the  amounts  spent  for  minister  pay: 


Decade 
1890  to  1899 
1899  to  1909 
1909  to  1919 
1919  to  1929 
1929  to  1939 


Mission  Work  Running  Expense  Minister  Pay 


$ 3604.80  $ 1615.83  $ 138.82 

5444.40  3,673.31  00.00 

12480. 11  7434-37  1000.00 

47319.91  17865.17  10278.00 

27380.73  20120.91  9322.10 


The  figures  given  under  “running  expense”  for  the  last  decade  are 
rather  high  because  the  cost  of  the  new  parsonage  is  included. 
It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  total  running  expense  for  the 
first  year  was  only  $3.00.  This  was  spent  for  Christmas  presents. 
The  fuel  for  heating  must  have  been  donated  or  carried  over  to 
the  next  year.  Apparently  nothing  was  spent  for  janitor  services 
either. 

In  gathering  these  figures  I was  impressed  with  a number  of 
facts.  I am  going  to  call  attention  to  only  a few  highlights. 

When  our  church  was  first  organized  and  a building  erected, 
conditions  were  not  what  they  are  today.  Quite  likely  most  of 
our  members  were  very  poor,  and  a dollar  represented  quite  a 
lot  more  than  it  does  today.  Our  treasurer’s  books  show  that 
often  a member  would  give  25  cents  for  some  special  purpose, 
and  the  amount  was  carefully  recorded  and  applied.  Under  such 
conditions,  and  with  the  debt  of  the  building  on  their  hands,  it  is 
surprising  to  find  the  church  able  to  do  any  missionary  work  at 
all.  So  many  people  must  have  said,  “Let  us  first  pay  our  debt, 
and  then  if  any  money  remains,  then  let  us  think  of  mission  work.” 
But  that  was  not  the  spirit  of  the  group,  and  I find  that  as 
early  as  November  2,  1890,  two  mission  collections  were  held 
cn  one  day.  The  very  first  collection  on  record  was  held  on 
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that  morning,  and  .$26.75  was  given.  This  was  used  as  follows; 
‘‘Pelz  for  Missionary  H.  R.  Voth,  $26.75.”  That  very  same  evening 
another  collection  was  taken,  and  $38.09  was  given.  Of  this  a- 
mount  $5.00  was  given  to  a Mr.  Sommer  for  home  missions,  and 
$33.09  was  given  to  Missionary  Voth  for  foreign  missions.  The 
total  amount  collected  that  first  year  for  mission  work  was  $109.66, 
and  the  amount  actually  applied  to  mission  work  was  $109.66, 
leaving  the  mission  treasury  just  even  at  the  close  of  the  year. 

I think  that  our  pioneers  thus  established  a precedent  that  has 
continued  for  all  these  years;  if  $100  was  gathered  for  mission 
work,  $100  was  immediately  dispatched  to  the  proper  place.  It 
has  always  been  thus,  no  money  was  ever  retained  to  build  up 
a bank  balance.  The  verses  in  Matthew  6:19  and  20  must  have 
been  ever  present  in  their  minds:  “Lay  not  up  for  yourselves 
treasures  upon  earth,  where  moth  and  rust  doth  corrupt,  and 
where  thieves  break  through  and  steal;  but  lay  up  for  yourselves 
treasures  in  heaven.” 

So  anxious  were  these  early  pioneers  to  use  whatever  came  in 
for  mission  purposes  that  our  own  ministers  received  no  pay 
from  the  church.  These  men  of  God  served  the  church  faithfully, 
but  made  their  own  living  in  private  enterprise,  receiving  only  an 
occasional  gift  from  some  members  of  the  church  to  help  along. 
Of  these  private  gifts  there  is  of  course  no  record.  If  the  board 
had  been  called  upon  to  pay  these  ministers  a living  salary  from 
the  amount  collected  in  church,  little  or  no  missionary  work 
could  have  been  attempted.  Our  church  was  four  years  old  before 
I find  an  entry  concerning  minister  pay,  and  the  total  spent  that 
fourth  year  for  this  purpose  was  $6.00,  and  in  the  next  year, 
1894,  $15.20  is  recorded.  It  is  possible  that  both  of  these 
amounts  represent  traveling  expenses  to  some  visiting  servant.  If 
they  do,  then  our  church  didn’t  pay  their  ministers  anything 
at  all  from  the  church  treasury  until  the  year  1919,  twenty-nine 
years  after  it  was  organized.  I very  much  doubt  if  these  early 
ministers  have  ever  been  given  credit  here  on  earth  for  their 
work.  Surely  their  eternal  rewards  must  be  great. 

That  the  Lord  has  blessed  our  church  abundantly  is  shown 
in  the  figures  for  the  last  few  years.  We  now  are  able  to  pay 
our  ministers  a salary  and  carry  on  a heavy  mission  program 
besides.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  never  until  the  time  that  we 
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started  our  salary  system  were  we  able  to  give  $1000  in  any  one 
year  to  mission  work,  and  that  after  we  started  it  we  have  never 
once  failed  to  give  at  least  $1000.  These  figures  are  so  evident, 
that  I believe  that  having  our  church  pay  its  ministers  creates 
in  our  members  a feeling  of  responsibility  that  is  reflected  in  in- 
creased financial  support  to  the  church. 

From  a mission  point  of  view,  the  decade  from  1920  to  1930 
is  clearly  outstanding.  Nearly  every  year  two  thousand  dollars 
cr  more  was  given.  This,  you  recall,  is  immediately  after  our 
present  system  of  paying  our  ministers  was  started.  Our  banner 
year  was  1926,  when  a total  of  $8,201.29  was  given  to  foreign 
and  home  missions  combined.  The  year  1927  comes  very  close 
to  the  same  figure,  but  otherwise  no  year  approached  that  memor 
able  year. 

The  disturbing  thing  about  our  mission  work  is  the  apparent 
falling  off  in  the  amount  given  by  our  church  in  the  last  few 
years.  True,  we  have  always  stayed  above  the  $1,000  level,  but 
we  have  failed  to  reach  the  pace  set  during  the  twenties.  I 
would  like  to  urge  the  parents  to  cultivate  the  interest  of  their 
children  in  this  field,  otherwise  this  cause  will  eventually  be  ser- 
iously endangered. 

ffl  £fifl  £Sfl 


Bethel  Mennonite  Church 


43 


BETHEL  CHURCH  BUILDINGS,  1890  -1941 
Resume  of  the  Church  Buildings  Used  by  the  Bethel 
Congregation  in  the  Fifty  Tears 

By  Wm.  H.  Regier 

The  fact  that  Bethel  Church  has  entered  upon  a building  pro- 
gram of  such  proportions  that  it  momentarily  staggers  some,  no 
doubt  has  caused  our  minds  to  cast  a retrospect  to  earlier  ex- 
periences of  similar  nature. 

In  the  brief  time  I have  had  to  assemble  some  data,  I discover 
that  there  is  a possibility  of  coming  upon  some  very  interesting 
happenings  in  the  very  early  beginnings  of  Bethel  Church.  When 
I try  to  picture  the  scene  way  back  in  1890  or  1894  when  our 
elders  together  with  builders  of  that  day  tried  hard  and  success- 
fully brought  about  the  erection  of  our  present  house  of  worship, 
I wish  I could  have  heard  the  pro  and  con  of  the  necessity 
of  so  large  a structure  for  church  use. 

I am  sure  no  one  here  feels  that  this  present  building  has 
not  served  a very  useful  purpose. 

This  present  building  is  the  enlarged  and  remodeled  building 
of  the  first  structure  that  housed  the  Bethel  congregation. 

The  first  building  is  the  part  as  you  see  it  standing  east  and 
west. 

This  was  erected  in  1890,  and  the  builder  in  charge  of  the 
construction  was  Mr.  Henry  Goertz,  the  father  of  Mrs.  J.  C. 
Koehn.  Much  voluntary  labor  was  employed. 

In  the  winter  of  1894,  Mr.  Abr.  C.  Dick,  who  was  just  a 
young  contractor  of  thirty-five  years  of  age,  was  consulted  in 
regard  to  a larger  place  of  worship.  This  was  only  four  years 
after  the  completion  of  the  first  building  so  something  very  out 
of  the  ordinary  must  have  taken  place.  For  the  officials  of 
the  congregation  and  its  membership  to  enter  upon  so  bold  a 
venture  so  soon  after  the  completion  of  one  project,  causes  one 
to  marvel  at  their  courage.  But  where  there  is  a vision  God  will 
supply  the  courage  and  we  thank  God  today  for  the  men  of  vision 
of  yesterday.  Bethel  Church,  this  present  building  has  come  to 
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mean  very  much  to  those  of  us  who  know  no  other  place  of  wor- 
ship. 

In  this  winter  time  of  1894  Rev.  N.  F.  Toews  whom  we  all 
know  and  who  is  the  father  of  Mrs.  J.  J.  Franz  moved  into 
Mt.  Lake  from  Canada,  I believe,  and  he  together  with  Mr.  Dick 
started  to  draw  plans.  Mr.  John  Janzen,  a member  of  the  board 
of  trustees,  who  is  the  father  of  Mrs.  J.  H.  Dickman  and  Mrs. 
Will  Janssen  helped  these  two  men  with  his  advice.  Mr.  Dick 
tells  me  that  they  drew  many  plans,  sat  up  night  after  night 
until  twelve  o’clock  trying  to  arrive  at  some  satisfactory  solutions. 
At  first  they  planned  on  an  entirely  new  structure  and  finally  de- 
cided it  would  be  cheaper  to  get  the  same  space  by  using  the  old  also. 
The  final  decision  was  to  connect  the  new  and  the  old  as  we 
see  it  now. 

Mr.  A.  C.  Dick  and  N.  F.  Toews  had  charge  of  the  construction 
and  much  voluntary  labor  was  available.  The  building  was  started 
in  early  spring  and  finished  in  the  beginning  of  July. 

Since  these  early  years  various  minor  and  major  alterations 
have  been  made,  some  with  comparative  ease,  others  after  much 
deliberation  and  the  overcoming  of  opposition.  In  no  case  do  I find 
that  what  was  done  did  not  have  a definite  purpose.  All  served  to 
make  the  real  purpose  of  the  church  more  efficient  and  effective.  In 
1017  part  of  the  basement  was  excavated  and  the  east  center  entry 
was  enclosed.  This  is  the  first  major  alteration  on  record.  But 
I remember,  as  no  doubt  many  of  you,  that  at  one  time  there 

was  a long  high  porch  without  a roof  over  it  the  full  length 

of  the  building  on  the  east  side  and  there  were  steps  the  full 
length  of  this  porch  also.  On  the  north  end  of  this  porch  was  a 
railing  down  to  the  bottom  step  to  the  east  and  also  to  the  west. 
The  steps  to  the  west  led  to  the  horse  barns  located  in 

one  large  long  building  on  the  location  of  the  parsonage 

and  garage.  In  the  fall  of  1921  a large  undertaking  was 

entered  upon,  when  it  was  decided  to  excavate  the  present 
basement.  We  had  been  cramped  for  Sunday  school  room  for 

some  time  and  there  had  been  much  agitation  for  more  room. 

Mr.  H.  O.  Dyck,  at  present  holding  a responsible  teaching 

position  in  California,  was  our  S.  S.  superintendent  and  he  was 
very  much  concerned  about  the  children  and  youth  of  our  city. 
As  a result  of  his  earnest  plea  for  more  room  the  church  officials 
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decided  to  do  this  work  and  urged  the  members  to  help.  I 
can  well  remember  the  enthusiasm  displayed  at  this  time.  Mr. 
Dyck,  who  otherwise  was  not  accustomed  to  physical  work  of 
this  nature  was  the  leader  and  example  in  digging  away  at  the 
dirt,  day  after  day.  It  was  also  my  privilege  to  help  and  there 


Above  is  a free  drawing  of  the  first  Bethel 
church  building  as  constructed  by  Mr.  Henry 
Goertz  in  1889.  It  consisted  of  one  room  with- 
out basement,  lighted  by  kersone  lamps.  Five 
years  later  this  structure  was  enlarged. 


Pictured  above  is  the  former  home  of  the 
Bethel  congregation.  This  is  the  structure  that 
has  been  replaced  by  the  new  church.  This 
building  was  the  congregation’s  home  for  51 
years — from  1890  to  1941.  The  church  was 
built  in  1890,  and  enlarged  in  1894.  The  fare- 
well service  in  this  church  was  held  June  29, 
1941,  after  which  it  was  torn  down  to  make 
room  for  the  new  church  edifice. 
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was  not  a one  there  who  did  not  thoroughly  enjoy  that  fellowship 
and  working  together.  And  one  of  the  main  reasons  we  kept 
coming  day  after  day  were  those  delicious  forenoon  and  afternoon 
lunches  served  by  the  ladies  of  the  congregation. 

At  this  time  I wish  to  mention  the  names  of  men  who  were 
willing  to  sacrifice  much  time  and  energy  looking  after  the  physical 
needs  of  the  church.  There  was  Uncle  John  H.  Regier  and  Mr. 
Jac.  F.  Toews.  I can  still  see  them  working  as  a team  when 
there  was  something  to  be  done.  They  were  members  of  the 
trustee  board  and  their  willingness  to  sacrifice  so  much  of  their 
time  and  energy  has  left  a lasting  impression  upon  me  and  others, 
I am  sure.  Mr.  A.  A.  Penner,  our  present  building  committee 
chairman,  as  far  as  my  memory  goes  has  always  been  vitally 
interested  in  the  physical  improvements  of  our  church  and  so 
we  could  mention  many  others  who  because  of  the  nature  of 
their  business  could  not  actively  assist  but  made  up  for  it  in 
heavy  cash  assistance.  These  men  and  others  have  also  gone  on 
record  as  having  a clear ' conception  of  the  purpose  of  a church 
organization,  that  is  to  evangelize  and  do  mission  work.  But 
they  also  knew  that  the  home  base  must  not  lag  behind,  that  it 
must  be  kept  healthy  both  physically  and  spiritually. 

In  1924  a minor  change  was  created  in  changing  the  choir 
location  from  the  southwest  corner  to  the  center  of  the  building. 
This  change  we  have  never  regretted. 

In  April  of  1933  a new  oak  floor  was  installed  over  the  entire 
building  except  the  balconies.  This,  also  has  been  a subject  of 
much  favorable  comment  ever  singe. 

In  April  of  1934  the  north  erid  of  our  present  basement  was 
plastered  and  finished  making  our  whole  basement  a presentable 
appearance. 

In  February  of  1936  the  trustee  board  was  confronted  with  a 
new  problem.  Brother  Bartel  had  been  elected  our  new  pastor, 
and  it  became  the  duty  of  the  trustees  to  arrange  for  suitable 
living  quarters. 

This  was  a time  of  important  and  weighty  decisions  to  be 
made.  The  board  came  to  the  conclusion  that  it  was  of  utmost 
importance  to  have  our  own  parsonage. 

The  board  was  a little  hesitant  in  presenting  the  matter  to 
the  congregation,  but  since  Jt  seemed  to  be  the  only  way  out,  that 
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was  done.  What  has  taken  place  since,  we  all  know.  With  very 
little  money  to  start  out  with,  it  has  been  possible  to  build  a 
$4,500  parsonage  and  garage  and  have  it  paid  for  within  two 
years,  besides  taking  care  of  a much  larger  running  expense  than 
of  former  years.  We  can  truly  say  that  with  the  growing  needs, 
God  has  always  provided  the  means. 

It  seems  to  me  that  our  gracious  Heavenly  Father  has  tested 
us  many  times  as  Bethel  Church. 

He  has  placed  physical  needs  before  us  at  various  times.  He 
stood  ready  with  His  promise  that  if  we  sincerely  recognize  these 
needs  better  to  carry  on  His  work,  He  would  bless  the  efforts 
and  lift  the  burden.  And  so  the  time  did  arrive  for  Bethel  Church 
to  make  the  greatest  of  all  decisions,  that  is  to  erect  an  entirely 
new  house  of  worship  to  take  the  place  of  the  old  which  now  has 
stood  fifty-one  years.  Much  individual  prayer  and  congregational 
prayer  has  ascended  to  the  Throne  of  Grace  concerning  this  under- 
taking from  the  time  it  was  first  seriously  considered.  I believe 
I can  speak  for  the  membership  when  I say  that  it  seemed  nearly 
impossible  to  muster  enough  courage  to  embark  upon  so  immense 
an  undertaking.  Here  again  the  challenge  came  to  us,  “What  are 
we,  this  present  generation,  going  to  do  for  the  future  of  Bethel 
Cliurch,  for  our  children,  the  onward  coming  generation?” 

We  believe  that  God  has  a hand  in  this  great  undertaking. 
Since  the  first  time,  two  years  ago,  that  it  was  decided  to  build, 
many  things  have  happened;  it  did  become  necessary  to  postpone 
the  matter  until  the  present  time.  We  know  what  the  present 
conditions  are.  They  tend  to  discourage,  but  may  this  not  be 
another  testing  of  our  faith  in  God  to  do  that  which  seems  im- 
possible? 

I believe  God  is  opening  the  way  step  by  step  and  God  re- 
quires jaith  on  our  part.  Should  we  not  follow  the  example  of 
our  elders  and  work  unitedly  shoulder  to  shoulder  to  bring  this 
all  important  task  to  a successful  conclusion? 

In  these  evil  times  the  church  of  God  must  stand  firm.  Our 
testimony  to  the  world  can  be  shown  by  putting  on  an  aggressive 
program.  May  God  help  us  in  this. 

ffl  uni  aa 
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When  Balaam  gazed  upon  the  camp  of  Israel  spread 
out  before  him,  he  was  constrained  to  exclaim,  “ What 
hath  God  wrought!”  And  as  we  review  the  history  of 
Bethel  Mennonite  Church,  we  must  acknowledge  the 
wonderful  grace  and  working  power  of  our  Lord  who 
has  manifested  Himself  in  a marked  way  throughout 
the  past  fifty  and  more  years. 

From  the  small  beginning  of  less  than  fifty  pioneer 
members,  the  constituency  of  Bethel  Mennonite  Church 
has,  at  present,  well  exceeded  the  five  hundred  mark.  A 
large  number  of  young  men  and  women — faithful  mem- 
bers of  this  church — have  dedicated  their  lives  to  the 
Lord  for  a special  ministry  in  the  homeland  and  on 
various  mission  fields. 

In  making  this  historical  review  we  rejoice  in  all  that 
has,  by  God’s  grace,  been  accomplished.  Truly,  a rich 
heritage  is  left  us  in  the  memory  of  all  who  have  so 
faithfully  contributed  towards  the  sound  expansion  of 
this  work  of  God.  But  the  time  arrived  in  which  we  felt 
urged  to  consider  the  Divine  call.  “ Enlarge  the  place  of 
thy  tent,  and  let  them  stretch  forth  the  curtains  of  thine 
habitations,”  Isaiah  54:2.  The  challenge  confronting 
Bethel  Mennonite  Church  is  even  greater  at  present  than 
fifty  years  ago ; and  in  order  to  meet  the  growing  demand, 
we  have  entered  upon  this  new  stage  of  our  development 
with  a better  equipment  to  facilitate  sound  growth. 
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ELDERS  WHO  SERVED  BETHEL  CHURCH 
SINCE  1889 

Six  elders  have  served  Bethel  church  since  its  organization  in 
1S89;  two  of  the  elders  have  passed  on  to  be  with  the  Lord. 


J.  J.  BALZER 

After  Rev.  Regier  retired,  Rev. 
J.  J.  Balzer  was  chosen  to  lead 
the  congregation.  He  served  from 
1926  to  1933,  and  is  now  pastor 
emeritus. 


P.  A.  FENNER 

Rev.  P.  A.  Penner  accepted  a 
temporary  appointment  as  elder 
as  soon  as  he  returned  from  India. 
He  served  his  home  church  from 
July  to  December,  1941. 
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JOHN  BARTEL 

Rev.  John  Bartel  was  called  to 
this  church  in  1933,  coming  here 
from  Madrid,  Nebraska.  He  ser- 
ved for  six  and  one-half  years. 


H.  H.  REGIER 

Rev.  H.  H.  Regier  began  his 
ministry  in  1889,  rendering  a faith- 
ful service  for  thirty-seven  years 
and  retiring  in  1926.  He  died  on 
December  31,  1933. 
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EELAND  WALTNER 
Rev.  Erland  Waltner,  the  present 
elder,  came  here  in  December,  1941, 
from  the  Second  Mennonite  Church 
in  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania. 


P.  R.  SCHROEDER 
In  August,  1940,  Rev.  P.  R. 
Schroeder  responded  to  the  call  of 
his  home  church,  coming  here  from 
Freeman,  S.  D.  He  died  on  April 
16,  1941. 
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A CALL  TO  BETHEL  IN  AN  EMERGENCY 

By  P.  A.  Penner 

Immediately  after  our  arrival  in  Los  Angeles  from  India  on 
June  7,  a letter  from  the  secretary  of  the  Board  of  Deacons, 
Brother  D.  H.  Fast,  was  handed  to  us  in  which  he  informed  us 
that  Brother  P.  R.  Schroeder,  the  pastor  of  the  Bethel  Congregation 
had  died.  This  was  a shock  to  us  because  we  had  heard  nothing 
of  his  illness.  He  died  the  day  after  our  departure  from  Calcutta. 
In  this  letter  from  Brother  Fast  was  also  the  request  from  the 
Bethel  Congregation  that  we  come  to  Mt.  Lake  immediately  and 
that  I assume  the  pastorship  until  a permanent  pastor  could  be 
found.  That  it  was  not  easy  to  accept  this  I am  frank  to  say.  In 
the  first  place  I felt  my  inadequacy  for  this  position,  having  never 
been  a pastor  of  any  church  in  the  U.  S.  Secondly,  I felt  that 
my  time  was  to  be  given  to  the  churches  in  the  interest  of 
missions.  However,  I could  not  overhear  this  S.O.S.  call,  and 
having  received  permission  from  the  Mission  Board,  I accepted  the 
call  for  six  months.  Actual  time  of  service,  however,  has  been 
five  and  one-half  months.  I want  here  to  record  our  appreciation 
of  the  Christ-like  treatment  accorded  us  while  there.  Our  relation- 
ship with  the  congregation — my  home  congregation — it’s  various 
officers  and  organizations  has  been  most  pleasant. 

Besides  the  regular  charge  of  the  congregation  and  its  various 
organizations,  the  large  building  program  engaged  my  attention. 
I could  not  be  of  any  help  in  financial  matters  in  this  program — 
the  building  of  a $55,000  edifice,  yet  I could  in  some  ways 
encourage  those  who  were  vitally  interested  in  the  completion  of 
this  needed  church. 

During  cur  stay  in  Mt.  Lake,  the  church  participated  in  union 
revival  meetings,  sponsored  by  the  Cottonwood  Co.  Ministerial 
Association.  Rev.  Oscar  Lowry  was  the  speaker.  Visible  results 
of  these  meetings  consisted  of  a number  of  young  people  accepting 
Christ  as  their  personal  Saviour.  The  instruction  of  these  began 
immediately  after  the  close  of  the  meetings. 

Visiting  the  widows  and  the  sick  in  the  homes  of  our  members 
and  regular  visits  to  the  Hospital  was  a part  of  our  work  during 
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the  five  and  one-half  months.  The  time  was  too  short  to  visit 
all  of  the  members  of  the  congregation. 

When  we  left  Mt.  Lake  the  church  was  nearing  completion 
but  Brother  Erland  Waltner,  the  new  pastor  who  had  been  called 
from  Philadelphia,  still  preached  a number  of  times  in  the  high 
school  auditorium.  He  was  installed  by  me  as  pastor  on  December 
14,  1941,  and  Mrs.  Penner  and  I left  for  Kansas  on  the  fifteenth 
of  the  same  month.  Our  prayer  is  that  God  may  have  blessed 
our  humble  ministry,  and  continue  to  bless  our  congregation  under 
its  present  pastor. 
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WORKERS  WHO  HAVE  GONE  OUT  FROM 
BETHEL  CHURCH 

John  C.  Peters,  Mapleton,  Minn.  Born  in  South  Russia.  Edu- 
cation: Bethel  College;  Collegiate  Institute,  Winnipeg;  Eastern 
Teacher’s  College,  Madison,  S.  D.  Baptized  on  June  9,  1890,  at 
Bethel  Church.  Taught  school  in  the  following  places:  Plum 
Coulee,  Man.;  Waldheim,  Sask.;  Michigan  High  School,  N.  D.; 
Junior  College,  Freeman,  S.  D.;  Mt.  Lake  Bible  School.  Served 
following  churches:  Ordained  as  elder  in  Deer  Creek  Mennonite 
Church,  Okla.;  Hague,  Sask.;  West  Zion,  Moundridge,  Kansas; 
Waldheim,  Sask.;  Mennonite  church,  Freeman,  S.  D.;  Congre- 
gational church,  Bryant,  S.  D.;  Assistant  pastor,  Bethel  church, 
Mt.  Lake.;  Congregational  church,  Walnut  Grove,  Minn.;  Peoples 
Church,  St.  Paul;  Mantorville  Congregational  Church;  and  since 
1043,  at  Mapleton,  Minn. 

John  M.  Franz,  Rt.  6,  Box  130,  Salem,  Oregon.  Born  at  Mt.  Lake, 
Oct.  5,  1884.  Education:  Grade  school,  German  Bible  School  of 
Mt.  Lake,  and  Moody’s  Bible  Institute.  Baptized  July  15,  1895. 
In  active  service  since  19x1.  Places  of  service:  Waldheim,  Sask.; 
Bloomfield,  Mont.;  Pratum,  Ore.;  Albany,  Ore.;  Bethel  Union 
church  at  Aumsville,  Ore.,  his  present  charge. 

N.  F.  Toews,  Mountain  Lake,  Minn.  Born  at  Pordenau,  South 
Russia.  Education:  same  village;  teacher,  Heinrich  Unruh.  Bap- 
tized in  1877  by  Elder  Wilh.  Ewert  of  Kansas.  Served  as  evan- 
gelist and  minister  of  the  Gospel  since  1890.  Ordained  on  Oct. 
9,  as  elder.  Places  of  service:  Butterfield;  Gretna,  Man.;  Lang- 
ham,  Sask.;  Alsen,  N.  D.;  also  in  the  home  church.  Was  also  active 
in  the  Home  Mission  Board.  Rev.  Toews  died  on  June 
1935- 

P.  A.  Penner,  Newton,  Kansas.  Born  at  Bilisirkow,  S.  Russia. 
Education:  Public  School,  German  school,  State  Normal  School, 
Bethel  College,  Missionary  Training  in  New  York.  Baptized  on 
June  19,  1894.  Teacher  in  district  near  Mt.  Lake,  1897-99. 
Missionary  in  India  from  1900  to  1941. 

Elizabeth  D.  Penner,  Born  at  Rudnerweide,  S.  Russia.  Edu- 
cation: Public  school,  German  school,  one  year  at  Bethel  College. 


Bethel  Mennonite  Church 


57 


Was  baptized  on  June  19,  1894.  In  active  service  as  the  wife 
of  Missionary  Penner,  in  India,  1900-1906.  She  died  January  3, 
1906. 

H.  J . Brown,  Tamingfu,  Hopei,  China.  Born  at  Mountain  Lake, 
Dec.  9,  1879.  Education:  Grammar  school,  Mt.  Lake;  high 
school  at  St.  Paul;  Baptist  College  (Univ.),  selected  course; 
Baptist  seminary.  Baptized  on  Oct.  1,  1899.  Founder  of  our 
Mennonite  China  mission  1914.  Went  out  as  independent  mission- 
ary 1909-14.  Chairman,  evangelistic  com.,  of  League  of  Christian 
churches,  China.  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Brown  are  at  present  interned 
at  Tamingfu. 

Aganetha  Fast,  Home  Address,  Mountain  Lake.  Professional 
address,  Taming,  Hopi  Prov.,  N.  China.  Born  at  Mountain  Lake, 
July  31,  1888.  Education:  General.  Later:  Mt.  Lake  Bible 
school;  Bethel  College;  Moody  Bible  Institute;  Witmarsum  Semi- 
nary, Bluffton,  Ohio,  (Th.  B.  1926);  Garrett  Biblical  Institute, 
Evanston,  111.;  College  of  Chinese  Studies,  Peking,  China;  Hart- 
ford Seminary  Foundation  (M.A.  May  1936).  Baptized  on  July 
8,  1906.  Ordained  as  missionary,  Aug.  19,  1917.  Has  served 
25  years  as  a missionary  of  the  Gen.  Conference,  in  Hopei  Prov., 
N.  China,  as  an  educational  and  evangelistic  worker,  at  various 
places.  At  present  in  the  homeland  on  enforced  furlough. 

Mrs.  Anna  Benner  Isaac,  Mauhadih,  via  Champa,  C.  P.,  India. 
Bom  at  Mt.  Lake,  June  18,  1890.  Education:  Finished  grade 
and  high  school  in  Mt.  Lake.  Due  to  failing  health  discontinued 
work  at  Bethel  College  after  one  and  one-half  years;  attended 
Bethel  again  in  1930-31.  Was  baptized  in  May  1909.  Taught 
Sunday  school  in  early  years;  taught  school  1909-10.  Home 
mission  work  in  Los  Angeles;  continued  service  as  home  mission- 
ary’s wife,  and  worked  21  years  as  missionary  in  India. 

Peter  R.  Schroeder,  Mountain  Lake,  Minn.  Born  on  Aug.  22, 
1888,  in  Mt.  Lake.  Education:  Mt.  Lake  grade  and  high  school, 
and  German  school;  A.  B.  from  Bethel  College;  graduate  work 
at  Chicago  university,  Winona  Lake,  and  S.  Dak.  University; 
D.  D.  from  Wheaton  College.  Was  baptized  in  June,  1904. 
Served  as  rural  teacher  and  preacher  near  Arena,  N.  D.;  home 
mission  work  at  Langham,  Sask.;  16  years  pastor  of  First  Menn. 
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Church,  Berne,  Ind.;  2 years  president  of  Freeman  Jr.  College, 
and  Bible  teacher  several  years;  pastor  Salem  Menn.  Church,  Free- 
man for  12  years;  pastor  Bethel  church,  1 year.  Died  April  16, 
1941. 

Albert  J.  Penner,  231  Oak  St.,  Holyoke,  Mass.  Born  at  Mountain 
Lake,  Sept.  1,  1901.  Education:  Mt.  Lake  high  school;  Bethel 
College  A.  B.;  Hartford  Theological  Seminary  B.  D.;  University 
of  Marburg;  University  of  Heidelberg.  Was  baptized  on  May 
31,  1920,  at  Mt.  Lake.  Served  as  pastor  of  First  Menn.  Church 
Upland,  Cal.;  First  Congreg.  Church,  Stockbridge,  Mass.;  Ed- 
wards Church  (Congreg.),  Northampton,  Mass.;  Second  Congreg. 
Church,  Holyoke,  Mass.,  since  1939. 

Marie  Peters,  Redby,  Minn.  Was  born  March  30,  1902,  Windom, 
Minn.  Spent  three  years  at  the  Northwestern  Bible  and  Missionary 
Training  School,  Minneapolis.  Was  baptized  on  July  n,  1920. 
Worked  as  missionary  since  Nov.  6,  1929,  under  the  Northern 
Gospel  Mission.  Since  the  fall  of  1933  served  among  the  Indians 
011  the  Red  Lake  Reservation 

Peter  J.  Friesen,  Butterfield,  Minnesota.  Born  in  S.  Russia,  Oct. 
17,  i87o.  Studied  four  years  at  Bethel  College.  Was  baptized  on 
June  19,  1894.  Ordained  by  Rev.  H.  H.  Regier,  Aug.  5,  1900. 
Has  been  active  as  minister  of  the  Gospel  for  35  years,  at  Butter- 
field and  Mountain  Lake. 

Jacob  F.  Balzer,  408  E.  12th  St.,  Crete,  Nebr.  Born  at  Mountain 
Lake  on  June  n,  1884.  Education:  St.  James  high  school,  Bethel 
College  (Junior  College  degree),  Carleton  College,  University  of 
Chicago  (A.  M.)  Was  baptized  in  1910.  Taught  at  Bethel  Col- 
lege, University  of  Chicago,  Carleton  College,  from  1934-36  in 
United  States  Service;  and  since  1936  Minister  of  First  Congreg. 
Church  at  Crete,  Nebr.,  and  teacher  of  Bible  and  Sociology. 

Gerhard  Friesen,  700  E.  Broadway,  Newton  Kansas.  Born  in 
Watonwan  County,  Minnesota,  March  22,  1886.  Education:  Dis- 
trict school,  German  school  (Mt.  Lake),  and  high  school;  Bethel 
College;  Witmarsum  Seminary.  Was  baptized  July  8,  1906. 
Teacher  and  Dean  of  men,  Mennonite  Educ.  Inst.,  Altona,  Manitoba; 
Principal  of  Oklahoma  Bible  Acad.,  Meno,  Okla.;  Pastor  at  Tur- 
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pin,  Okla.;  Deer  Creek,  Okla.;  Lehigh,  Kans.  Manager  of  Bethel 
College  Farm;  served  a group  of  Okla.  churches  under  W.  Dist. 
Home  Mission  Com.,  1939-41.  Received  his  A.  B.  from  Bethel  Col- 
lege, his  A.  M.  from  Bluffton,  and  his  B.  D.  from  Witmarsum  Sem- 
inary. 

Henry  A.  Fast,  Bethel  College,  North  Newton,  Kansas.  Born  Oct. 
12,  1894,  at  Mountain  Lake,  Minn.  Bethel  College,  A.  B.;  Witmar- 
sum Seminary,  B.  D.;  Hartford  Theological  Seminary,  Ph.  D.  Was 
baptized  June  7,  1914.  Ordained  as  minister  Sept.  10,  1822. 
Teacher  at  Witmarsum  Seminary,  Bluffton,  Ohio,  pastor  Bethel 
College  church;  pastor  Congreg.  Church,  Glastonbury,  Conn.,  while 
pursuing  graduate  studies;  field  secretary  General  Conference; 
General  Director  Civilian  Public  Service. 

John  J.  Esau,  Bluffton,  Ohio.  Born  at  Mountain  Lake,  Minn., 
Feb.  12,  1900.  Attended  grammar  school  and  German  Preparatory 
school;  later  Moody  Bible  Institute.  Was  baptized  June  1920  at 
Bethel  Church.  Served  as  pastor  at  Spencerville,  Ohio.  Active  in 
evangelistic  work  in  Northern  Dist.  Conference.  Pastor  of  First 
Menn.  Church,  Lima,  Ohio.  Then  served  as  evangelist  for  General 
Conference  since  1938. 

Mrs.  John  C.  Pryor,  Gilbertville,  Mass.  Born  at  Mountain  Lake 
on  April  29,  1892.  Attended  Bethel  College  and  the  University 
of  Chicago,  also  the  Congregational  Training  School  for  Women  at 
Chicago.  Was  baptized  during  1908.  Taught  at  the  Pleasant 
Hill  Academy,  Pleasant  Hill  Tennessee,  under  American  Missionary 
Association.  Minister’s  wife  in  Demorest,  Georgia,  and  now  for 
thirteen  years  in  Gilbertville,  Massachusetts. 

Susie  M.  Franz,  Los  Angeles,  Calif.  Born  Aug.  16,  1888,  at  Moun- 
tain Lake,  Minn.  She  was  baptized  on  June  19,  1894.  From  1915 
to  1919  she  was  active  as  mission  worker.  On  Feb.  16,  1941, 
she  passed  away  at  Los  Angeles. 
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STEPS  LEADING  TO  THE  BUILDING  OF  THE 
NEW  EDIFICE 

By  A.  A.  Penner,  Chairman  of  the  Building  Committee 

The  first  building  to  house  the  Bethel  congregation  was  a struc- 
ture about  26  by  54  feet  which  was  completed  in  1890.  Five 
years  later  this  building  was  already  too  small  for  this  rapidly 
growing  congregation  so  that  an  addition  was  built  to  the  north, 
enlarging  the  size  to  about  34  by  68  feet.  This  enlarged  structure 
served  the  needs  of  the  church  for  many  years  but  the  time  came 
when  the  congregation  also  outgrew  this  building. 

Three  main  reasons  may  be  given  for  the  building  of  the  new 
edifice:  (1)  The  old  building  w7as  no  longer  large  enough  to 
house  the  Sunday  school  and  the  worshiping  congregation.  By 
using  all  the  available  space  in  the  basement,  in  the  balcony,  and 
in  the  auditorium  of  the  old  building,  the  Sunday  school  classes 
were  still  disagreeably  and  inconveniently  crowded.  At  the  close  of 
the  Sunday  school  period  pupils  could  not  remain  for  worship  ser- 
vices because  there  was  no  room  for  them.  Members  hesitated 
from  inviting  visitors  for  the  same  reason.  (2)  The  old  building 
was  badly  in  need  of  repairs.  Proper  ventilation  was  lacking.  It 
was  estimated  that  the  needed  repairs  would  cost  about  $5,000. 
(3)  There  was  also  a growing  desire  for  the  installation  of  a pipe 
organ,  which  together  with  the  repairing  of  the  church  would  have 
cost  about  $8,500.  This  repairing  of  the  old  building  would  still 
not  have  solved  the  problem  of  making  more  room. 

The  trustees  of  the  church  were  instructed  to  consult  an  archi- 
tect to  determine  the  cost  of  completely  remodelling  and  en- 
larging the  old  church  building.  An  estimate  of  $23,000  was 
submitted.  At  the  same  time  it  was  learned  that  a new  brick 
veneer  church  could  be  built  for  about  $35,000.  The  latter  figure 
seemed  hopelessly  large  to  the  congregation  but  it  was  thought  that 
the  $23,000  for  remodelling  might  be  secured.  Solicitors  contacted 
members  and  about  $15,000  was  pledged.  Many,  however,  were 
not  satisfied  to  spend  so  much  money  on  the  old  building  and  since 
a new  one  seemed  out  of  financial  reach  at  the  time  the  whole 
matter  remained  dormant  for  about  a year. 
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With  the  coming  of  Dr.  P.  R.  Schroeder  as  pastor  of  the  church 
the  building  idea  received  a new  impetus.  At  the  annual  congre- 
gational meeting  in  November,  1940,  just  before  adjournment,  an- 
other plea  was  made  to  consider  again  the  building  of  a new 
structure.  It  was  decided  to  call  a special  meeting  for  that  pur- 
pose. This  meeting  which  convened  on  January  10,  1941,  decided 
by  over  three-fourths  majority  vote  to  build  a new  church  pro- 
vided that  necessary  funds  could  be  raised.  The  trustees  were 
again  instructed  to  contact  an  architect  who  was  to  furnish  plans 
fcr  a new  building  and  solicitors  again  contacted  members  and 
friends  of  the  church  for  pledges.  The  solicitors  reported  total 
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pledges  of  $24,756.50  in  addition  to  $2,800.00  already  in  the  build- 
ing fund  and  an  estimated  $1,800.00  value  in  the  old  church 
building. 

The  plans  for  the  present  church  edifice  were  submitted  to  the 
congregation  with  an  estimated  cost  of  $45,000.  These  plans 
were  accepted.  To  supplement  available  funds  a St.  Paul  Bank 
offered  to  loan  the  church  $25,000  at  4 y2  per  cent  interest  to 
be  paid  in  installments  for  ten  years.  The  church,  however,  did 
not  find  it  necessary  to  ask  for  this  loan. 

On  April  16,  1941,  even  before  the  building  was  started,  our 
beloved  pastor,  Dr.  Peter  R.  Schroeder,  went  home  to  be  with 
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tne  Lord.  A call  was  given  to  Missionary  P.  A.  Penner,  then 
returning  from  India,  to  serve  his  home  church  in  a crucial  period 
until  another  pastor  might  be  secured.  He  accepted  this  call  and 
faithfully  served  the  church  until  the  building  was  nearly  complete. 

The  last  services  in  the  old  church  were  held  on  June  29,  1941. 
In  a solemn  service  the  congregation  bid  farewell  to  the  place 
where  many  had  found  Christ  as  their  Saviour  and  to  which  a 
host  of  tender  memories  were  attached.  Various  laymen  parti- 
cipated in  the  service  and  Dr.  P.  A.  Penner  gave  a message  in 
which  he  mentioned  some  things  which  should  be  forgotten  with  the 
tearing  down  of  the  old  building  and  other  things  which  should 
be  taken  along  into  the  new.  Communion  was  then  observed. 
After  the  benediction  Dr.  Penner  led  the  procession  out  of  the  church 
taking  with  him  the  pulpit  Bible;  Rev.  P.  J.  Friesen  and  Rev. 
J.  J.  Balzer  followed;  the  deacons  carried  out  the  pulpit  and 
the  congregation  followed.  On  the  church  steps  the  procession 
paused  for  some  hymns  and  a prayer.  After  a last  look  at  the 
old  building  the  meeting  reverently  dispersed. 

Until  the  completion  of  the  new  church  building,  worship  ser- 
vices were  held  in  the  high  school  auditorium.  Teachers’  meet- 
ings and  C.  E.  meetings  were  held  in  the  Bible  school  and  other 
services  were  held  at  the  First  Mennonite  Church. 

Ground  was  broken  for  the  erection  of  the  new  building  on 
June  27,  1941.  The  tearing  down  of  the  old  building  began 
on  July  2,  1941.  The  cornerstone  of  the  new  one  was  laid  on 
August  8,  1941,  with  fitting  services.  The  following  articles  were 
placed  into  the  cornerstone:  a Bible,  a copy  of  Christlicher  Bundes- 
bote,  a copy  of  The  Mennonite,  a U.  S.  flag,  a copy  of  the  Church 
Constitution,  a list  of  the  names  of  church  members,  and  the  sig- 
natures of  members  of  the  Boards,  of  the  building  committee 
a.ncl  of  the  contractors.  The  service  was  in  charge  of  Dr.  P.  A.. 
Penner  who  was  assisted  by  Rev.  H.  H.  Quiring,  Rev.  I.  J. 
Dick,  and  Rev.  P.  J.  Friesen. 

Progress  in  building  was  made  rapidly  until  by  the  grace  of 
God  the  Bethel  congregation  was  able  to  dedicate  its  new  edifice 
for  the  worship  of  God  Almighty  on  February  1,  1942.  Within 
fifteen  months  after  this  date  the  entire  cost  of  the  church  and 
its  furnishings,  which  had  risen  to  about  $60,000,  was  paid,  with 
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the  exception  of  a few  pledges  which  were  not  yet  due.  To  God 
alone  be  the  glory! 

The  experience  of  Bethel  Church  here  described  suggests  a 
number  of  lessons.  The  first  is  that  a small  beginning  made  in 
faith  may  have  a marvelous  consequence.  Many  years  before  the 
church  was  built  a first  donation  of  $10  toward  a new  building 


Laying  of  the  Cornerstone 

was  made  by  Missionary  Aganetha  Fast.  A second  lesson  is  the 
necessity  of  faith.  No  one  could  possibly  have  forseen  how  quick- 
ly and  how  easily  this  new  house  of  worship  was  to  be  erected 
and  paid  for.  The  congregation  ventured  out  in  faith  and  God 
did  not  disappoint.  A third  lesson  is  that  when  a congregation 
truly  comes  to  love  its  church,  it  will  be  glad  to  make  sacrifices 
for  it.  Without  such  love  even  a small  project  may  be  a failure. 
With  it,  however,  the  seemingly  impossible  task  becomes  a possi- 
bility. May  this  experience  and  testimony  inspire  others  to  make 
ventures  of  faith  in  working  together  with  God. 
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THE  NEW  CHURCH  BUILDING 

The  new  church  edifice  dedicated  by  the  Bethel  Mennonite 
congregation  Sunday,  fulfills  the  dream  of  its  members.  They 
had  talked  of  building  a new  church  for  many  years  and  have  now 
been  able  to  make  their  talks  translate  themselves  into  a monu- 
ment to  the  faith  and  courage  of  their  membership. 

Built  on  the  site  of  their  former  church — at  the  intersection 
of  Eleventh  Street  and  Third  Avenue,  just  a block  from  the  main 
intersection  in  Mountain  Lake,  the  structure’s  tower  rises  a ma- 
jestic 40  feet  from  the  ground. 

Built  of  light  colored  brick  and  trimmed  with  stone,  the  building 
is  a beautiful  addition  to  the  main  street  of  Mountain  Lake.  The 
building  is  large — 50  feet  by  116  in  dimension  exclusive  of  the 
tower  which  is  located  at  the  southeast  corner.  The  main  en- 
trance of  the  church  faces  east. 

The  auditorium  occupies  the  main  floor  and  is  designed  to 
accommodate  about  980  people  comfortably  in  its  pews.  Shaped 
like  a cross,  the  auditorium’s  platform  and  choir  loft  are  at  the 


New  Church  and  Parsonage 

The  new  Bethel  Church  building  erected  in  1941.  The  build- 
ing on  the  extreme  right  is  the  parsonage  which  was  built  during 
the  year  1936. 
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west  end,  with  the  transept  extending  north  and  south  at  the  altar 
platform.  A balcony  section  extends  over  the  entrance  foyer  and  a 
portion  of  the  rear  of  the  auditorium. 

Floored  with  asphalt  tile,  with  rubber  tile  on  the  aisle,  the 
auditorium  is  beautifully  finished.  Soft  tinted  plaster  walls,  beauti- 
ful stained  glass  windows  and  an  acoustical  tile  ceiling  of  variegated 
pattern  add  to  the  beauty.  The  peak  of  the  roof  is  28  feet  above 
the  floor  and  the  roof  is  supported  on  mammoth  laminated  arches, 
which  are  exposed  and  finished  in  natural  wood. 

New  dark  oak  pews  fill  in  the  auditorium,  which  is  48  feet 
wide  and  83  feet  long,  exclusive  of  the  choir  loft.  From  the 
ceiling  hang  wrought  iron  and  stained  glass  light  fixtures.  These 
fixtures  were  made  in  the  metal  working  shop  of  Mountain  Lake, 
largely  with  volunteer  labor. 

The  west  wall  of  the  auditorium  is  taken  up  with  a three-panel 
stained  glass  window  which  conforms  in  contour  to  the  shape  of 
the  roof.  It  carries  the  Holy  Bible  symbol  in  its  center  panel. 
The  east  wall  has  another  three-panel  window  with  the  cross  and 
crown  symbol.  The  south  wall  of  the  transept  has  a window  symboliz- 
ing Alpha  and  the  north  wall’s  window  is  Omega.  There  are  eight 


The  picture  above  shows  the  platform,  pulpit  and  choir  loft 
and  organ  console,  which  is  at  the  west  end  of  the  building. 
Some  detail  of  the  stained  glass  window  can  also  be  seen.  The 
pipe  organ  is  located  behind  the  panels  on  either  side  of  the 
choir  loft. 
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pairs  of  stained  glass  windows  in  the  auditorium  in  addition  to 
the  large  ones  mentioned. 

In  the  choir  loft  is  the  organ  console,  and  the  new  pipe  organ 
is  contained  in  two  alcoves,  one  on  either  side  of  the  loft. 

Other  rooms  at  the  east  end  on  the  main  floor  are  the  entrance 
foyer,  a room  for  mothers  with  small  children  that  is  connected 
with  the  aaditorium  by  a plate  glass  window.  Two  small  rooms 
are  also  located  at  the  west  end  of  the  main  floor.  One  is  used 
as  a study  by  the  pastor  and  the  other  is  a room  for  the  choir. 
The  study  has  been  furnished  as  a gift  from  one  of  the  members. 
The  Bible  which  now  graces  the  pulpit  is  a gift  from  a former 
member  of  the  congregation. 

There  are  three  stairways  to  the  basement  from  the  main  floor. 
The  basement  is  the  same  size  as  the  church  proper  and  is  all 
finished  out  with  glazed  tile  and  has  an  asphalt  tile  floor.  There 
is  a small  stage  at  the  east  end  of  this  room.  The  kitchen,  fur- 


This  picture  was  taken  from  the  platform  and  shows  the  broad 
sweep  of  the  church  proper,  with  its  oaken  pews,  the  massive 
beams  that  support  the  roof,  the  artistic  lighting  fixtures  and 
the  balcony  and  the  tile  ceiling. 
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nace  room  and  toilet  rooms  are  located  at  the  west  end  of  the 
r..om.  The  church  will  be  heated  with  a forced  air  system  from 
an  oil  burning  furnace. 

A special  gift  to  the  congregation  from  one  of  the  members  is 
the  church  parlor,  which  takes  up  a part  of  the  basement.  It  has 
been  furnished  with  three  davenports,  a conference  table,  several 
chairs  and  appropriate  lighting  fixtures,  draperies  and  pictures.  It 
will  be  in  use  often  for  small  meetings  and  gatherings. 

The  building  was  started  in  June,  1941.  Contracts  were  let  by 
the  building  committee  on  June  16  and  work  started  almost  im- 
mediately. Wm.  H.  Regier  and  J.  L.  Quiring,  local  contractors, 
pooled  their  resources  to  take  on  the  general  contract  for  the 
building.  The  electrical  contract  was  handled  by  the  Warkentin 
Electric  Shop  and  the  Penner  Sheet  Metal  Works  had  the  plumbing 
and  heating  contracts.  All  are  local  concerns. 

Work  on  tearing  down  the  old  church  building  was  started  July 
2,  1941,  following  farewell  services  which  were  held  June  29. 

Finished  practically  on  schedule,  the  building  has  now  been  dedi- 
cated and  the  congregation  is  now  at  home  in  one  of  the  finest 
structures  of  its  kind  in  the  state. 

The  church  and  its  furnishings  cost  approximately  $60,000,  of 
which  slightly  over  $30,000  in  cash  has  been  raised  prior  to  the 
dedication.  The  collection  for  the  building  fund  taken  at  the  dedi- 
cation services  totaled  $1,457.  The  collection  at  the  morning  ser- 
vices was  dedicated  to  missions  and  amounted  to  $503. 

— (Mt.  Lake  Observer.) 

MUM 
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DEDICATION  SERVICES 

February  i,  IQ42 

The  Bethel  Mennonite  congregation  now  has  dedicated  its  new 
church. 

Services  were  held  Sunday  morning,  afternoon  and  evening  in 
the  new  $60,000  church  edifice  in  commemoration  of  the  dedication 
of  it  to  the  uses  of  the  fifty-two-year-old  congregation. 

The  dedicatory  services  proper  were  held  in  the  morning.  Be- 
cause of  the  cold  weather  the  service  for  the  opening  of  the  church 
was  held  indoors  in  the  basement  of  the  new  church. 

The  service  was  opened  at  9:30  a.m.  by  Pastor  Erland  Waltner. 
He  introduced  A.  A.  Penner,  chairman  of  the  building  committee, 
who  expressed  the  committee’s  thanks  for  the  co-operation  they 
had  received  from  the  congregation. 

Architect  Ernest  Schmidt  was  then  introduced  and  he  told  the 
congregation  that  they  were  indeed  fortunate  in  having  all  of  the 
work  done  on  the  new  building  by  local  contractors,  and  “they 
did  a fine  job,”  said  he. 

Wm.  H.  Regier  spoke  for  the  builders,  and  he  declared  that 
it  was  almost  marvelous  the  way  the  building  progressed  without  ser- 
ious delay  due  to  material  shortages,  in  these  critical  times.  He  also 
said  that  not  one  accident  marred  the  progress  of  the  building,  and  de- 
clared that  God  certainly  had  watched  over  the  whole  job. 

Keys  Presented 

Mr.  Regier  then  called  on  his  partner,  J.  L.  Quiring,  to  pre- 
sent the  keys  to  the  church  to  the  chairman  of  the  board  of 
trustees,  J.  L.  Friesen.  In  a few  well-chosen  words,  Mr.  Friesen 
expressed  the  thanks  of  the  congregation  to  the  builders,  and 
then  discussed  the  real  purpose  of  the  church. 

After  Mr.  Friesen’s  talk,  a processional  was  headed  by  the 
pastor  from  the  basement  room  to  the  great  front  door  of  the 
church,  which  Mr.  Friesen  unlocked  and  permitted  the  throng  to 
enter.  It  was  estimated  that  more  than  1,200  people  attended 
the  morning  service. 
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Special  M usic 

The  processional  was  played  by  Mrs.  Gerhard  Wiens  (Olga 
Hiebert)  of  Kansas  City,  on  the  new  pipe  organ.  After  the  aud- 
ience had  been  seated,  Mrs.  Herbert  Schmidt,  daughter  of  Dr. 
and  Mrs.  P.  A.  Penner,  sang  “Open  the  Gates  of  the  Temple.” 
The  hymn,  “The  Church’s  One  Foundation,”  was  then  sung 
following  which  the  Rev.  P.  J.  Friesen  read  the  Scripture,  and  the 
Rev.  J.  J.  Balzer  led  in  prayer.  The  choir  then  sang  “Bless  the 
Lord,  O My  Soul,”  directed  by  D.  G.  Hiebert  and  then  the 
men’s  chorus  sang  “Great  is  the  Lord,”  directed  by  J.  H.  Tschetter. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Waltner  then  spoke  a brief  message  basing  his 
remarks  on  the  118th  Psalm,  which  according  to  historians  was 
used  on  the  day  of  dedicatidrt  6f  the  Great  Temple  of  Jerusalem. 
A day  of  a church’s  dedication  is  a day  to  marvel  at,  a day  of 
rejoicing  and  a day  of  thanksgiving  were  the  points  made  by  the 
pastor  in  his  remarks. 

Dr.  Penner  is  Speaker 

The  choir  sang  another  anthem,  “The  Heavens  are  Telling,” 
and  then  Dr.  P.  A.  Penner,  former  pastor  of  the  church,  brought 
the  dedication  sermon. 

At  the  start  of  his  remarks,  Dr.  Penner  mentioned  that  this 
congregation  was  his  spiritual  home,  as  he  was  baptized  here, 
married  here,  was  a member  of  the  congregation,  was  ordained 
here  and  Bethel  was  the  first  and  only  church  of  which  he  had 
ever  been  pastor. 

“I  cannot  say  anything  to  enhance  the  beauty  of  this  building,” 
said  Dr.  Penner,  “but  we  are  here  today  to  re-dedicate  ourselves 
along  with  this  church  to  the  glory  of  God  and  his  work.” 

Three  Guide  posts 

He  then  pointed  out  three  guideposts  for  public  worship. 
The  first  one  was  the  principle  of  reverence  and  in  discussing 
this,  he  made  a strong  plea  for  more  reverence  within  the  church. 
He  also  said  that  the  services  must  be  dignified,  because  “God 
is  in  this  house  and  reverence  is  due  him.” 

The  second  was  the  principle  of  receptiveness.  Silence  is  neces- 
sary to  receptiveness,  he  declared,  and  silence  in  our  thoughts 
so  that  we  can  hear  the  voice  of  God,  is  to  be  desired. 
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The  third  principle  is  that  of  responsiveness.  “Our  services 
need  more  responsiveness,”  said  Dr.  Penner.  “Our  audiences 
should  take  a more  active  part  in  each  service.” 

In  closing,  Dr.  Penner  suggested  that  the  church  should  be 
open  every  day  at  least  during  the  summer  months  so  that  people 
seeking  comfort  could  gain  access  to  a holy  place.  He  then 
read  the  dedication  ritual. 

A season  of  prayer  followed  with  several  members  of  the  con- 
gregation taking  part.  Dr.  Penner  pronounced  the  benediction 
and  the  morning  service  was  ended. 

Afternoon  Service  Thronged 

The  afternoon  service  was  in  the  nature  of  a combination  com- 
munity program  and  organ  recital.  Pastors  of  other  churches  in 
this  vicinity  brought  messages  to  the  Bethel  congregation.  The 
Rev.  I.  J.  Dick  of  the  First  Mennonite  church,  and  the  Rev. 
August  Ewert  of  the  Bergfelder  church,  both  of  which  are  members 
of  the  same  Conference  as  Bethel,  read  Scripture  and  led  in 
prayer,  respectively. 

Other  pastors  who  took  part  in  the  program  were:  Albert 
Schultz,  Butterfield  Mennonite;  C.  Wall,  Bible  School;  H.  H. 
Quiring,  Bergfelder;  H.  E.  Wiens,  Mennonite  Brethren;  H.  P. 
Wiebe,  Valley;  Victor  Sawatzky,  First  Mennonite  (north  of 
Butterfield);  Cornelius  Abbas,  Selma  Christian  Reformed;  B.  J. 
Braun,  Carson  M.  B.;  John  C.  Peters,  former  local  pastor  now 
at  Mantorville,  Minn.;  Stephen  Dale,  St.  Olaf  Lutheran;  and  John 
Bartel,  Delft  Bergfelder. 

Messages  were  also  brought  by  Mrs.  Q.  C.  Lehman,  advisor 
for  the  Junior  Christian  Endeavor,  and  John  T.  Fast,  president 
of  the  Senior  C.  E.  and  P.  J.  Voth  of  the  Sunday  school.  Dr. 
H.  A.  Fast  brought  a message  from  the  General  Conference  of 
the  Mennonite  churches. 


Organ  Recital 

The  new  pipe  organ  was  presented  to  the  church  by  D.  G. 
Hiebert,  chairman  of  the  organ  committee  and  then  was  dedicated 
by  the  pastor.  Following  this,  Mrs.  Wiens  played  a thirty-minute 
recital.  Her  numbers  were  well-chosen  to  display  the  capacities  of 
the  organ  to  the  assemblage. 
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The  afternoon  audience  taxed  the  capacity  of  the  building,  the 
overflow  crowd  being  accommodated  in  the  basement.  It  was 
estimated  that  close  to  1,700  people  attended  the  program. 

The  evening  service  was  in  charge  of  the  mission  societies  of 
the  church  and  was  presided  over  by  Mrs.  P.  R.  Schroeder,  widow 
of  a former  pastor  of  the  congregation. 

Miss  Evelyn  Ratzlaff  presented  a reading  as  a representative 
of  the  Worship  ’n  Sew  Society.  Mrs.  P.  A.  Penner  brought  a 
message  as  a representative  of  the  Sewing  Society,  and  Mrs.  Sam 
Franz  spoke  for  the  Bethel  Mission  Society.  The  message  of 
the  evening  was  brought  by  Miss  Aganetha  Fast,  China  mission- 
ary from  Bethel  Church,  who  is  in  this  country  on  furlough. 

— Mt.  Lake  Observer 
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IMPRESSIONS  FROM  DEDICATION  OF 
BETHEL  CHURCH 

By  H.  A.  Fast 

“This  is  the  day  that  the  Lord  hath  made,  let  us  rejoice  and 
be  glad  in  it.”  This  appeared  to  be  the  spirit  of  the  people 
of  the  Bethel  congregation  on  the  festive  occasion  when  they 

entered  the  doors  of  their  beautiful  new  church  on  the  day  of 

dedication,  February  i.  It  was  a day  of  deep  and  sincere  re- 
joicing. There  was  evident  no  sign  of  pride  or  of  a spirit  of 
self-glorification  but  there  was  repeated  expression  of  deep  grati- 
tude to  God.  They  were  convinced  that  He  had  led  all  the 

way.  He  had  led  in  the  planning  of  the  church  and  in  the 

solicitation  of  gifts.  His  wisdom  had  guided  in  the  construction 
of  the  edifice  and  His  grace  had  permitted  its  completion.  This 
deep  feeling  of  gladness  and  gratitude  to  God  helped  create  the 
festive  and  responsive  mood  so  evident  during  the  whole  day  of 
dedication  and  celebration. 

There  was  a grateful  and  appreciative  look  backward,  recalling 
how  marvelously  the  Lord  had  blessed  the  work  of  our  fathers 
who  had  built  the  old  church.  There  arose  the  deep  desire  that 
God’s  blessing  might  rest  in  equal  measure  upon  their  children 
as  they  began  their  work  and  worship  in  and  through  the  new 
church.  They  recalled  the  pioneers  who  had  gene  to  open  up 
new  missionary  endeavors  and  they  prayed  that  God  might  con- 
tinue to  call  out  of  their  ranks  in  the  new  church  those  who 
would  pioneer  in  the  great  work  of  the  Kingdom.  They  reminded 
themselves  of  the  many  other  Christian  workers  who  had  gone 
forth  to  serve  their  Master  in  far-flung  fields  of  service.  They 
remembered  the  many  generous  contributions  which  had  flown 
into  General  Conference  causes  and  they  prayed  that  this  spirit 
of  service  and  generosity  might  work  among  them  with  undiminished 
power.  They  were  grateful  for  the  many  who  had  experienced 
the  transforming,  strengthening,  cleansing,  comforting,  and  enrich- 
ing power  of  the  Christ  in  the  hallowed  halls  of  the  old  church, 
and  they  prayed  with  all  their  hearts  that  many  more  might  in 
a similar  manner  experience  the  love  and  power  of  the  living 
Christ  in  the  hallowed  halls  of  the  new. 
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Having  entered  the  new  church  building  with  a grateful  ap- 
preciation of  the  blessed  heritage  from  their  fathers  and  of  the 
marvelous  guidance  and  blessing  of  God  through  the  years  and 
with  a sincere  desire  to  yield  their  lives  and  their  services  in  whole 
hearted  surrender  and  loyalty  to  the  Kingdom,  the  visitors  at 
this  dedication  service  could  not  help  but  look  forward  with  con- 
fidence expecting  God’s  love  and  guidance  and  strength  to  bless 
the  further  work  of  this  church  as  He  had  in  the  past. 


BETHEL’S  PIONEER  MEMBERS 


I. 

H.  H.  Regier 

25. 

Heinrich  J.  Dick 

2. 

Maria  Regier 

,26. 

Elisabeth  Dick 

3. 

J.  J.  Balzer 

27. 

Susana  Franz  (widow) 

4. 

Susana  Balzer 

28. 

Cornelius  J.  Franz 

5. 

John  Janzen 

29. 

Jacob  Vogt  Sr. 

fi. 

Anna  Janzen 

30. 

Anna  Vogt 

7. 

Peter  Goossen 

31. 

N.  F.  Toews 

8. 

Anna  Goossen 

32. 

Anna  Toews 

9. 

Heinrich  Goentz 

33. 

Johann  Gloeckler 

10. 

Susana  Goertz 

34. 

Maria  Gloeckler 

11. 

Cornelius  Janzen 

35. 

Martin  Franz 

12. 

Sarah  Janzen 

36. 

Susana  Franz 

13. 

Herman  J.  Fast 

37. 

John  Regier 

14. 

Aganetha  Fast 

38. 

Anna  Regier 

15. 

Peter  Kliewer 

39. 

Franz  Toews  Sr. 

16. 

Susana  Kliewer 

40. 

Elisabeth  Toews 

17: 

Heinrich  Schroeder 

41. 

Peter  Harder 

18. 

Anna  Schroeder 

42. 

Maria  Harder 

19. 

David  Gloeckler 

43. 

Abraham  Nickel 

20. 

Helena  Gloeckler 

44. 

Maria  Nickel 

21. 

Jacob  Balzer  Sr. 

45. 

Gertrude  Schroeder  (widow) 

22. 

Susana  Balzer 

46. 

Frank  F.  Toews 

23. 

Johann  Dick 

47. 

Margaretha  Toews 

24. 

Katharina  Dick 

ACTIVE  MEMBERSHIP  LIST 
\s  of  October  31,  1942 


Adrian,  Mrs.  Julius 
Balzer,  Amanda 
Balzer,  Mrs.  Arthur 
Balzer,  Rev.  J.  J. 
Balzer,  Mrs.  J.  J. 
Bargen,  Frank  E. 
Basinger,  Dr.  M.  R. 
Basinger,  Mrs.  H.  R. 
Becker,  John  J. 

Becker,  Mrs.  John  J. 
Becker,  Anna  T. 

Becker,  Bernhard 
Becker,  Alida 
Becker,  Irma 
Becker,  Paul  A. 
Behrends,  Fred 
Behrends,  Mrs.  Fred 
Beier,  Cornelius  J. 
Beier,  Mrs.  Cornelius  J. 
Brown,  Henry  J. 

Brown,  Mrs.  Henry  J. 
Brown,  Gertrude 
Brown,  Mrs.  C.  J. 
Brown,  Albert  C. 

Brown,  Rev.  H.  J. 
Buller,  Henry  S. 

Buller,  Mrs.  Henry  S. 


Buller,  Victor 
Buller,  Walter 
Buller,  Edna  V. 

Buller,  Elma  M. 

Buller,  Mrs.  Sara 
Buller,  Peter  T. 

Buller,  Mrs.  Peter  T. 
Buller,  Mrs.  Jacob  J. 
Buller,  Dietrich  J. 
Buller,  Mrs.  Dietrich  J. 
Dick,  Anna  D. 

Dick,  Marie  D. 

Dick,  Marie  P. 

Dick,  Mrs.  Sara 
Dick,  Margaret 
Dick,  Elizabeth  J. 

Dick,  Jacob  A. 

Dick,  Peter  A. 

Dick,  Mrs.  Frank  F. 
Dick,  Robert 
Dick,  Wesley 
Dick,  Mrs.  Wesley 
Dick,  Abr.  S. 

Dick,  Mrs.  Abr.  S. 

Dick,  Jac.  E. 

Dick,  Mrs.  Jac.  E. 

Dick,  Raymond 


Dick,  Jacob  R. 

Dick,  Mrs.  Jacob  R. 
Dick,  Donald 
Dick,  Eugene 
Dick,  Mrs.  Raymond 
Dickman,  Mrs.  Kathryn 
Dickman,  John  J. 
Diemer,  Earl 
Derksen,  Jacob  F. 
Derksen,  Mrs.  Jacob  F. 
Duerksen,  Ben 
Duerksen,  Peter  H. 
Duerksen,  Mrs.  Peter  H. 
Edmonson,  Mrs.  Evelyn 
Eitzen,  Mrs.  Peter,  Jr. 
Eitzen,  Anna 
Eitzen,  Marie 
Eitzen,  Herman  E. 

Eitzen,  Mrs.  Herman  E. 
Eitzen,  George  P. 

Eitzen,  Mrs.  George  P. 
Eitzen,  LeRoy  V. 

Enns,  Mrs.  Anna 
Enns,  Agnes 
Epp,  J.  Jay 
Epp,  Mrs.  J.  Jay 
Esau,  Dietrich  D. 


Esau,  Mrs.  Dietrich  D. 
Esau,  Henry  D. 

Esau,  Mrs.  Henry  D. 
Esau,  Arlowe 
Esau,  Norma 
Esau,  Peter  D. 

Esau,  Anna 
Ewert,  Mrs.  Peter 
Falk,  David,  Jr. 

Falk,  Mrs.  David,  Jr. 
Fast,  George  G. 

Fast,  Mrs.  George  G. 
Fast,  Della 
Fast,  Doris  M. 

Fast,  Anna  E. 

Fast,  Susie  E. 

Fast,  Henry  M. 

Fast,  Mrs.  Henry  M. 
Fast,  Mrs.  Helena  E. 
Fast,  David  H. 

Fast,  Mrs.  David  H. 
Fast,  Ferdinand 
Fast,  Erna  J. 

Fast,  Salome 
Fast,  Marvin 
Fast,  Willard 
Fast,  Herman  J. 

Fast,  Mrs.  Herman  J. 
Fast,  Aganetha 
Fast,  Marie  K. 

Fast,  Mrs.  Herman  B. 
Fast,  Bertha 
Fast,  Alma 
Fast,  Marie  Ruth 
Fast,  John  B. 

Fast,  Mrs.  John  B. 
Fast,  John  T, 

Fast,  Anna  E. 

Fast,  Isaac  A. 

Fast,  Mrs.  Isaac  A. 
Fast,  Rosella 
Fast,  Peter  A. 

Fast,  Mrs.  Jacob  H. 
Fast,  Jacob 
Fast  Mrs.  Jacob 
Fast,  Mrs.  John  N. 
Fast,  Irma  M. 

Fast,  Kathryn 
Fast,  Peter  J. 

Fast,  Mrs.  Peter  J. 
Fast,  John  E. 

Flaming,  Henry  P. 
Flaming,  Mrs.  Henry 
Franz,  Jacob  M. 
Franz,  Mrs.  Jacob  M. 
Franz,  Elaine  E. 

Franz,  Dorothy  K. 
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Franz,  Mrs.  C.  J. 

Franz,  Peter  M. 

Franz,  Mrs.  Peter  M. 
Franz,  Willis 
Franz,  Adeline 
Franz,  Sam 
Franz,  Mrs.  Sam 
Franz,  John  J. 

Franz,  Mrs.  John  J. 
Franz,  Walter  J. 

Franz,  Henry  H. 

Franz,  Mrs.  Henry  H. 
Franz,  Marie 
Franz,  Theodore 
Franz,  Peter  P. 

Franz,  Mrs.  Peter  P. 
Franz,  Wilma 
Franz,  Marcella 
Franz,  John  P. 

Franz,  Mrs.  John  P. 
Franz,  Herman 
Freeman,  Mrs.  Linda 
Friesen,  Mrs.  Aganetha 
Friesen,  Abr.  J. 

Friesen,  Mrs.  Abr.  J. 
Friesen,  Neta 
Friesen,  Rev.  Peter  J. 
Friesen,  Mrs.  Peter  J. 
Friesen,  Arnold  F. 
Friesen,  J.  John 
Friesen,  Magdalene 
Friesen,  Willard 
Friesen,  Cornelius  B. 
Friesen,  Mrs.  Cornelius 
Friesen,  Cornelius  C. 
Friesen,  Susie 
Friesen,  Jacob  E. 
Friesen,  Mrs.  Jacob  E. 
Friesen,  Jacob  T. 
Friesen,  Elmer  G. 
Friesen,  Arno  J. 
Friesen,  Mrs.  Arno 
Friesen,  John  S. 

Friesen,  Mrs.  John  S. 
Friesen,  Eeona  E. 

Fuller,  Orlando 
Fuller,  Mrs.  Orlando 
Fuller,  Warren 
Funk,  Cornelius  J. 

Funk,  Mrs.  Cornelius  J. 
Goertzen,  Ben  H. 
Goertzen,  Mrs.  Ben  H. 

P.  Goertzen,  Jacob  V. 

Goertzen,  Mrs.  Jacob  V. 
Goossen,  George  P. 
Goossen,  Harvey  F. 
Goossen,  Mrs.  Harvey  F. 


Harder,  Mrs.  George  P. 
Harder,  Jacob  J.  P. 
Harder,  Mrs.  J.  J.  P. 
Harder,  Cornelius  C. 
Harder,  Peter  C. 

Harder,  Mrs.  Peter  C. 
Harder,  Sam  C. 

Harder,  Mrs.  Sam  C. 
Harder,  John,  M. 

Harder,  Mrs.  John  . 
Harder,  Sam  M. 

Harder,  Mrs.  Sam  M. 
Heide,  Jacob  D. 

Heide,  Mrs.  Jacob  D. 
Heinrichs,  Jacob 
Heinrichs,  Mrs.  Jacob 
Heppner,  Susie 
Heppner,  Erdman 
Heppner,  Mrs.  Erdman 
Heppner,  Edward  R. 
Heppner,  Mrs.  John 
Heppner,  John  B. 
Heppner,  Alvin 
Hiebert,  David  G. 
Hiebert,  Mrs.  David  G. 
Hiebert,  Florence 
Hiebert,  Mrs.  Anna  G. 
Hiebert,  Jacob  E. 
Hiebert,  Mrs.  Jacob  E. 
Hiebert,  Vera  Mae 
Hiebert,  George  C. 
Hiebert,  Mrs.  George  C. 
Hiebert,  Nic  J. 

Hiebert,  Mrs.  Nic  J. 
Hiebert,  Mrs.  John  M. 
Hiebert,  Katherine 
Hiebert,  Linda 
James,  Mrs.  Ellery 
Janssen,  Mrs.  William  J. 
Janzen,  Mrs.  Abram 
Janzen,  Victor 
Janzen,  Margaret 
Janzen,  Mrs.  John  J. 
Janzen,  Peter  A. 

Janzen,  Mrs.  Peter  A. 
Janzen,  Mrs.  Theodore 
Janzen,  Alfred 
Janzen,  Wilma 
Jungas,  Henry  F. 

Jungas,  Mrs.  Henry  F. 
Jungas,  Frank  C. 

Jungas,  Leando  M. 
Jungas,  Mrs.  Leando  M. 
Jungas,  John  P. 

Jungas,  Mrs.  John  P. 
Kintzi,  Theodore 
Kintzi,  Mrs.  Theodore 
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Kintzi,  Leontine 
Kintzi,  Viola 
Kintzi,  Wanda 
Kintzi,  Mrs.  B.  M. 
Kintzi,  Marie  A. 

Kintzi,  Frances 
Kintzi,  Rachel 
Klein,  Mrs.  Herman  G. 
Kliewer,  Peter  G. 

Klievver,  Mrs.  Peter  G. 
Kliewer,  Esther 
Kliewer,  Marvin 
Kliewer,  Elmer  D. 
Kliewer,  John  G. 

Kliewer,  Mrs.  John  G. 
Kliewer,  Irene 
Kliewer,  Elmira  M. 
Kliewer,  Henry  G. 
Kliewer,  Mrs.  Henry  G. 
Kliewer,  Marie 
Kliewer,  Henry  J. 
Kliewer,  John  H. 

Kliewer,  Mrs.  John  H. 
Kliewer,  Mrs.  Peter  J. 
Kliewer,  Anna 
Koehn,  Mrs.  J.  C. 

Kralin,  Isaac  G. 

Krahn,  Mrs.  Isaac  G. 
Lehman,  Quentin  C. 
Lehman,  Mrs.  Quentin  C. 
Lepp,  John 
Lepp,  Mrs.  John 
Lindstrom,  Carl  W. 
Lindstrom,  Mrs.  Carl  W. 
Lindstrom,  Katherine 
Lindstrom,  Carl  A. 
Loewen,  Jacob  J. 

Loewen,  Mrs.  Jacob  J. 
Loewen,  Mrs.  Harry  J. 
Loewen,  Aganetha 
Loewens,  Mrs.  H.  D. 
Lohrenz,  Mrs.  Peter  G. 
Lohrenz,  Elizabeth  F. 
Lohrenz,  Paul 
Lohrenz,  Mrs.  Paul 
Lohrenz,  Silas 
Lohrenz,  Mrs.  Silas 
Lohrenz,  Peter  P. 
Lohrenz,  Mrs.  Peter  P. 
Lohrenz,  Gladys 
Martens,  Mrs.  Earl 
Martens,  Harry  E. 
Martens,  Mrs.  Harry  E. 
Neufeld,  Henry  H. 
Neufeld,  Jacob  H. 
Neufeld,  Mrs.  Jacob  H. 
Neufeld,  Lois 
Neufeld,  Mrs.  Frank  H. 


Neufeld,  Mrs.  Ervin 
Pabst,  Joseph 
Pabst,  Mrs.  Joseph 
Pankratz,  Henry  H. 
Pankratz,  Willard 
Pankratz,  William 
Pankratz,  Mrs.  William 
Pankratz,  Jacob  B. 
Pankratz,  Mrs.  Jacob  B. 
Pankratz,  Dr.  P.  J. 
Pankratz,  Mrs.  P.  J. 
Pankratz,  Henry  J. 
Pankratz,  Mrs.  Henry  J. 
Pankratz,  John  J. 
Pankratz,  Mrs.  John  J. 
Penner,  Rev.  P.  A. 
Penner,  Helen 
Penner,  A.  A. 

■Penner,  Mrs.  A.  A. 
Penner,  A.  J. 

Penner,  Mrs.  A.  J. 
Penner,  Mrs.  D.  B. 
Penner,  Bernhard 
Penner,  David  D. 

Penner,  Helen  Delphe 
Penner,  Martha 
Penner,  Sarah 
Penner,  Aganetha 
Penner,  Anna 
Penner,  Jacob  H. 

Penner,  Raymond  L. 
Penner,  Anthony  H. 
Penner,  Mrs.  Anthony  H. 
Peters,  Aaron  C. 

Peters,  Mrs.  Aaron  C. 
Peters,  Cornelius  A. 
Peters,  Mrs.  Cornelius  A. 
Peters,  Arlene 
Peters,  Margaret 
Peters,  Mrs.  Agatha 
Peters,  Lorraine 
Peters,  Theodore 
Peters,  Mrs.  Theodore 
Peters,  Frank  J. 

Peters,  Mrs.  Frank  J. 
Peters,  Gerhard  D. 
Peters,  Mrs.  Gerhard  D. 
Peters,  Gerhard  G. 
Peters,  John  G. 

Pesters,  Mrs.  John  G. 
Peters,  Dietrich  G. 
Peters,  Mrs.  Dietrich  G. 
Peters,  Heinrich  G. 
Peters,  Dietrich  D. 
Peters,  Susie 
Peters,  Marie 
Peters,  Sara 
Peters,  Helen 


Peters,  Cornelius  W. 
Peters,  Mrs.  Cornelius  W 
Peters,  Abr.  D. 

Peters,  Mrs.  Abr.  D. 
Peters,  Luella 
Peters,  Henry  H. 

Peters,  Mrs.  Henry  H. 
Piper,  Mrs.  Gladys 
Quiring,  Mrs.  Jacob 
Quiring,  H.  R. 

Quiring,  Jacob  L. 
Quiring,  Mrs.  Jacob  L. 
Quiring,  Thelma 
Quiring,  John  D. 

Quiring,  Mrs.  John  D. 
Quiring,  Irvin  J. 

Quiring,  Elizabeth 
Quiring,  Clarence 
Quiring,  Mrs.  Clarence 
Quiring,  Alvin 
Quiring,  Peter  L. 

Rahn,  Willard 
Ralin,  Lorena  G. 

Ratzloff,  Mrs.  Abram  P, 
Ratzloff,  Marie 
Ratzloff,  Helen 
Ratzloff,  Vernon 
Ratzloff,  Viola 
Regehr,  David  J. 

Regehr,  Mrs.  David  J. 
Regehr,  Lando 
Regehr,  Mrs.  Lando 
Regehr,  David  D. 

Regehr,  Hilda 
Regehr,  Albert 
Regehr,  Margaret 
Regier,  Mrs.  John  H. 
Regier,  Richard  C. 
Regier,  Mrs.  Richard  C. 
Regier,  Clayton 
Regier,  William  H. 
Regier,  Mrs.  William  H. 
Regier,  Lola  Mae 
Rempel,  Peter  A. 

Rempel,  Mrs.  Peter  A. 
Rempel,  Rupert 
Rempel,  Mrs.  Rupert 
Rupp,  Edward 
Rupp,  Mrs.  Edward 
Rupp,  Emil  C. 

Rupp,  Mrs.  Emil  C. 
Sawatzky,  Mrs.  Elmer 
Schendel,  Donald 
Schierling,  Mrs.  Henry 
Schimnowski,  Alma 
Schmidt,  David  G. 
Schmidt,  Mrs.  David  G. 
Schmidt,  Henry  J. 
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Schutz,  Mrs.  E.  S. 
Schmidt,  Frieda 
Schmidt,  Mrs.  Henry  D. 
Schroeder,  Mrs.  Anna  J. 
Schroeder,  Vern 
Schroeder,  Jacob 
Schroeder,  Mrs.  John 
Schroeder,  David  J. 
Schroeder,  Mrs.  David  J. 
Schroeder,  Eeonard,  A. 
Schroeder,  Mrs.  Leonard 
Schroeder,  Mrs.  Peter  R. 
Schroeder,  Mrs.  Frank 
Schroeder,  Frank  F. 
Schroeder,  Mrs.  Frank  F. 
Schroeder,  Frank  W. 
Schroeder,  Sara 
Schroeder,  David  H. 
Schroeder,  Mrs.  David  H. 
Schroeder,  Menno 
Schroeder,  Pauline 
Schroeder,  Edna 
Schroeder,  John  H. 
Schroeder,  Katherine 
Schroeder,  Helen 
Schroeder,  Elizabeth 
Schroeder,  LaVerne 
Schroeder,  David  G. 
Schroeder,  Mrs.  David  G. 
Schroeder,  Sam  G. 
Schroeder,  Mrs.  Sam  G. 
Schultz,  Henry  J. 

Schutz,  Dr.  E.  S. 


Schutz,  Alice  Jeanne 
Sneer,  Mrs.  Albert 
Steinhauser,  Mrs.  Fred 
Stoesz,  John  J. 

Stoesz,  Mrs.  John  J. 
Stoesz,  John  F. 

Stoesz,  Mrs.  John  F. 
Stoesz,  Peter  F. 
Stoesz,  Mrs.  Peter  F. 
Stoesz,  Peter,  Jr. 
Stoesz,  Mrs.  Peter  Jr. 
Stoesz,  Helen 
Stoesz,  A.  A. 

Stoesz,  Mrs.  A.  A. 
Stoesz,  John  E. 

Stoesz,  Mrs.  John  E. 
Thiessen,  Mrs.  Marie 
Thiessen,  Magdaline 
Thompson,  Mrs.  Linda 
Toews,  Mrs.  Jacob  F. 
Toews,  Marie 
Toews,  Nic  J. 

Toews,  Mrs.  Nic  J. 
Toews,  Novalis 
Toews,  Mrs.  Peter 
Tschetter,  J.  H. 
Tschetter,  Mrs.  J.  H. 
TJnruh,  Mrs.  Peter  D. 
Unruh,  Virgil  R. 

Vogt,  Jacob  J. 

Vogt,  Mrs.  Jacob  J. 
Vogt,  Harold 
Vogt,  David 


Voth,  Peter  J. 

Voth,  Mrs.  Peter  J. 

Voth,  Norman  J. 

Walde,  Mrs.  Maria 
Waltner,  Rev.  Erland 
Waltner,  Mrs.  Erland 
Warkentin,  Mrs.  J.  B. 
Warkentin,  Elisabeth 
Warkentin,  John  A. 
Warkentin,  Mrs.  John  A. 
Warkentin,  Hilda 
Wedel,  Ben  B. 

Wedel,  Mrs.  Ben  B. 
Wieler,  Henry 
Wieler,  Mrs.  Henry 
Wieler,  George 
Wieler,  Mrs.  George 
Wieler,  Paul 
Wieler,  Mrs.  Paul 
Wieler,  Mrs.  Jacob 
Wieler,  Jacob,  Jr. 

Wiens,  Abram 
Wiens,  Mrs.  Abram 
Wiens,  Peter  P. 

Wiens,  Mrs.  Peter  P. 
Wiens,  Mrs.  David  B. 
Wiens,  John  C. 

Wiens,  Mrs.  Olga  Hieberl 
Worms,  John  A. 

Worms,  Mrs.  John  A. 
York,  Mrs.  Blair 


